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Mr. Jones was unloading ink from his Expo marker onto
the whiteboard that spans the north wall of a sixth grade
classroom in a southeastern neighborhood in San Francisco.
The topic was “converting fractions to decimals.” Tommy
looked in agony as he watched the numbers, lines, decimal points and fractions being scrawled across the board.
Not being able to go unheard any longer he blurted out,
“I don’t get it!”
The room fell silent. Mr. Jones froze in mid fraction.
Tommy, knowing that his outburst would not be tolerated within the class immediately looked down. Tommy
was waiting for the disciplinary hammer to drop, as
he had witnessed so many times throughout his young
education. His mind was racing, thinking, “Should I look
up?” “Does he know it was me?” He looked up. Tommy
was astonished to see Mr. Jones looking at him.
This scenario happens everyday in thousands of classrooms across the nation. It is natural for an educator
to react to a disruption, instead of going deeper to the
source.
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Ask questions – this is the most important part of being a
successful teacher. What is happening within the lives and
minds of our children? The system with which education
in America has been founded is one of discipline, respect
and dominance. These three aspects do exist and do work.
The question has never been, “Does this work?” but,
“Does this work for everyone?”
Ask questions.
Tommy began to worry. He didn’t know why he yelled
out, yet he subconsciously prepared himself for the onslaught that was sure the follow. Tommy has been yelled
at before, often. He is the oldest of four kids. Tommy was
born soon after his mother’s 17th birthday. His family
occupies a small apartment in Visitacion Valley. Life is
diﬀerent for Tommy. He is coming from an environment
that is not the same as many of his teachers. The amount
of responsibility that Tommy carries each day is a large
burden on him.
(See Ask Questions on page 7)

Wealth Formula:

Thought (an idea) + action = wealth
With so many books available written on the subject of
wealth, one may wonder if there is an exact formula. The
answer is yes.
Based on principles, actions and examples shared by
those who are wealthy, it seems to boil down to this one
formula: if you think you can, you can; if you think you
can’t, you can’t. What follows either thought process is
complex, but always certain.
Where some of us (seekers of wealth) get lost is in trying
to “know in advance” what that complex process of the
resulting wealth that comes from our initial thought or
idea will be. We think that “knowing in advance” is the
formula and because of this perception, we keep missing the “secret.” The reason we cannot know in advance
at this stage of our mental and psychic development is
simple and marvelous. The process of “how it happens” is
too “creative” and subtle to see or know in advance.
In nearly all cases of monetary wealth, a product or
service that is considered to have value is sold en masse.
This points to the fact that most multimillionaires and
billionaires have either created or developed an idea or
product that everyone who purchases it, thinks or believes
they need or want.
Wealth creation is reactionary engaging the minds of
others. Generally, we can’t read each other’s minds. We
know this because so many of us have stated how we wish
we could have purchased the stock of some successful
company (like Apple Computers) when it ﬁrst began, but
many of us did not because we were not within the range
of the creators. In other words, we did not know about
the product, the oﬀer until it hit the stores and came
within our personal range of exposure. At that point, if
we could aﬀord it, we went out and purchased one.
Do you remember Atari or Nintendo when they ﬁrst
became available? They are two examples of millions of

consumer goods that we thought were neat and therefore
necessary.
Truthfully speaking, are planes, trains and automobiles
really necessary for living? Millions are sold all year long.
Many of us believe we need them. So many of us believe
that we need them that we have built our cities with the
idea that some mobile transportation will carry us to our
destinations. No one would consider riding a horse to
work. When was the last time anyone you know had to
go out and actually pick our veggies or hunt for our meat?
It’s all neatly packaged for us through an indispensable
(grocer, butcher, other) service for which we pay.
All of the wealthy people of the world today began with
the same seed formula. A thought (usually an idea) followed by the personal belief (what they thought of the
possibility) that they could accomplish the reality of their
idea.
If you think of really great ideas, but never leave your
bed, chances are you’ll soon lose what wealth you currently have. There is a rule: everything and everyone in
our material world must work (serve a purpose) or they
will degenerate. It is the nature of our material existence.
What we try to do is ensure that our work is enjoyable. There is a formula for that and it also begins with
thought.
The ﬁrst step is to discover what you like about life.
Discover what activities you enjoy and then discover how
those activities can serve others.
Remember: valuable, useful or interesting services and
products have brought in millions of dollars to others. As
a consumer you have more than likely been part of the
creation and maintenance of someone else’s wealth.
(See Wealth on page 4)
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Wealth - (from page 3)
If you cannot identify what you like, then go deeper and
ask the question: How can I ﬁnd my purpose? This little
mental act will set in motion the discovery of people who
will share information with you or a book that directs you
to your discovery of your purpose or a class.
Purpose is a subtle part of wealth. Everything begins with
thinking. As far from the discussion of wealth as thought
processing may seem, thinking and ideas are at the root of
creating long lasting wealth.
~~~~~
Success is based on the belief of each individual. In
“Think and Grow Rich,” Napoleon Hill shares a story
through the following excerpt:

What I would do if I had a million dollars!
This story proves the truth of that old saying, “Where
there’s a will, there’s a way.” It was told to me by that
beloved educator and clergyman, the late Frank W. Gunsaulus, who began his preaching career in the stockyards
region of South Chicago.
While Dr. Gunsaulus was going through college, he
observed many defects in our educational system, defects
which he believed he could correct, if he were the head of
a college. His deepest desire was to become the directing
head of an educational institution in which young men
and women would be taught to “learn by doing.”
In his own works Dr. Gunsaulus shared his experience:
“One Saturday afternoon I sat in my room thinking of
ways and means of raising the money to carry out my
plans. For nearly two years, I had been thinking, but I
had done nothing but think! The time had come for ACTION!”
“I made up my mind, then and there, that I would get
the necessary million dollars within a week. How? I was
not concerned about that. The main thing of importance
was the decision to get the money within a speciﬁed
time, and I want to tell you that the moment I reached a
deﬁnite decision to get the money within a speciﬁed time,
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a strange feeling of assurance came over me, such as I had
never before experienced. Something inside me seemed to
say, “Why didn’t you reach that decision a long time ago?
The money was waiting for you all the time!’
“Things began to happen in a hurry. I called the newspapers and announced I would
preach a sermon the following morning, entitled, ‘What I
would do if I had a Million
Dollars.’
“I went to work on the sermon immediately, but I must
tell you, frankly, the task was not diﬃcult because I had
been preparing that sermon for almost two years. The
spirit back of it was a part of me!
“Long before midnight I had ﬁnished writing the sermon.
I went to bed and slept with a feeling of conﬁdence, for
I could see myself already in possession of the million
dollars.
“Next morning, I arose early, went into the bathroom,
read the sermon, then knelt on my knees and asked that
my sermon might come to the attention of someone who
would supply the needed money.
“While I was praying I again had that feeling of assurance
that the money would be forthcoming. In my excitement,
I walked out without my sermon and did not discover
the oversight until I was in my pulpit and about ready to
begin delivering it.
“It was too late to go back for my notes and what a blessing that I couldn’t go back!
Instead, my own subconscious mind yielded the material
I needed. When I arose to begin my sermon, I closed my
eyes, and spoke with all my heart and soul of my dreams.
“I not only talked to my audience, but I fancy I talked
also to God. I told what I would do with a million dollars
if that amount were placed in my hands. I described the
plan I had in mind for organizing a great educational institution, where young people would learn to do practical
things, and at the same time, develop their minds.
(More on page 5)

Wealth (from page 4)
“When I had ﬁnished and sat down, a man slowly
arose from his seat, about three rows from the rear
and made his way toward the pulpit. I wondered
what he was going to do. He came into the pulpit,
extended his hand, and said, ‘Reverend, I liked your
sermon. I believe you can do everything you said you
would, if you had a million dollars. To prove that
I believe in you and your sermon, if you will come
to my oﬃce tomorrow morning, I will give you the
million dollars. My name is Phillip D. Armour.’”
Young Gunsaulus went to Mr. Armour’s oﬃce and
the million dollars was presented to
him. With the money, he founded the Armour Institute of Technology.
That is more money than the majority of preachers
ever see in an entire lifetime, yet the thought impulse
back of the money was created in the young preacher’s mind in a fraction of a minute. The necessary
million dollars came as a result of an idea. Back of
the idea was a desire, which young Gunsaulus had
been nursing in his mind for almost two years.
Observe this important fact ... he got the money
within thirty-six hours after he reached a deﬁnite
decision in his own mind to get it and decided upon
a deﬁnite plan for getting it.
There was nothing new or unique about young
Gunsaulus’ vague thinking about a million dollars,
and weakly hoping for it. Others before him, and
many since his time, have had similar thoughts. But
there was something very unique and diﬀerent about
the decision he reached on that memorable Saturday, when he put vagueness into the background,
and deﬁnitely said, “I will get that money within a
week!”
~~~~~

The following are some recent life examples:
“By the time I read Deepak Chopra’s “The Seven
Spiritual Laws of Success,” I had already created a lot
of success in my life: I was the co-host of a nationally syndicated talk show and had my own venture
capital business – and I was only 11 years old. Still I
wasn’t where I wanted to be.”
~Farrah Gray
(Source: “You Got To Read this Book! 55 People tell
the Story of the Book That Changed their Life” by
Jack Canﬁeld and Gay Hendricks. Gray began his
life as one of ﬁve children living in a South Chicago
housing project receiving public assistance. Gray
went on to become a millionaire by the age of 14
and the author of “Reallionaire: Nine Steps to Becoming Rich From the Inside Out.”)
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Wealth (continued from page 5)

Steve Wozniak,
Co-founder,
Apple Computer
Company
“I began with parking spaces and green lights. Back
when I was just starting to understand that we create
our reality with out thoughts, I thought, well let’s
put this into practice. And silly as it sounds, I found
that if I really put my attention on getting a parking
space or a green light when I needed one, I would
get one! It blew my mind. When I saw that you
could literally change your life if you were willing to
change your thinking, the idea just exploded within
me. I had a rough upbringing and was somebody
who had never gone to school much. In fact, I was a
high school dropout ...”
~Louise Hay
(Source: “You Got to Read this Book! 55 People
tell the Story of the Book That Changed their Life.”
Louise Hay is known as the founder of the self-help
movement. She went on to write several books including “You Can Heal Your Life,” which she published in 1984. Her book sold more than 30 million
copies. The books that inspired her are “The Game
of Life” and “How to Play It” by Florence Scovel
Shinn.)
“I had spent my childhood living in poverty. When I was
12, my parents divorced and I was sent from Tallahassee, Florida, to New York City to live with my aunt and
uncle. Five years later, I dropped out of high school.”
~Wally Amos
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(Source: “You Got to Read this Book! 55 People tell
the Story of the Book That Changed their Life.” Wally
Amos, founder of the Famous Amos Cookie Company,
says the book that changed his life was “Love is Letting
Go of Fear” which he found when he was in his own
words, “At the top of my game! Yet even though things
were going well, I didn’t feel I was really in control of my
life. I’d been raised believing that I was at the mercy of
other people and a victim of my outer circumstances.”)
“Even back in high school I knew I could design computers with half as many chips as the companies were selling
them with. I taught myself, but I had taught myself in a
way that forced me to learn all sorts of trickiness. Because
you try to make valuable what you’re good at. I was good
at making things with very few parts by using all sorts of
tricks, almost the equivalent of mathematics. For a lot of
entrepreneurs, they see something and they say, I have to
have this and they will start building them on their own.
I couldn’t really aﬀord to buy the pieces I needed.”
~Steve Wozniak
(Source: “Founders At Work Stories of Startups Early
Days” by Jessica Livingston. Wozniak, co-founder of
Apple Computer Company later said, “When I designed
the Apple stuﬀ, I never thought in my life I would have
enough money to ﬂy to Hawaii or make a down payment
on a house.”)

Ask questions (from page 2) Classroom photo by Jeffrey Franey
Why do children do what they do? There is always
an answer. It is diﬃcult to know what is happening within the lives of students if questions are not
asked. Too often children are deemed disciplinary
problems. In reality, children act out due to an inability to properly articulate what they are feeling.
Some students within San Francisco schools are being misunderstood. Teachers are setting unrealistic
rules that don’t make sense to children from such
diverse living situations. The “educator over student”
mindset is not appropriate for every student. In order to create an environment for learning, the teacher and the student must be equally valued by each
other. The teacher should demonstrate this value by
respecting the human being that is the student. This
approach can create an opportunity for teaching and
learning, which is the process of education.
Ask questions.
Students look at Tommy and begin to whisper. They
are guessing what will happen to their classmate. All

the while, Tommy can’t look away from Mr. Jones’
piercing stare. For Tommy the other 28 students
have now disappeared from the classroom. Tommy is
thinking, waiting and becoming more remorseful for
his outburst by the second.
Children know when they have made a mistake with
the adult in charge. Mr. Jones could ask why Tommy
didn’t simply raise his hand until called upon. At this
point the outcome now lies within the discretion of
Mr. Jones. The current “normal” reaction is to seek
punishment for disrupting the class. An alternate
reaction could simply be to excuse the outburst
for now and address the confusion that the child is
having. Mr. Jones’ reaction could be an educational
turning point for a child like Tommy whose personal
and social background is often times overlooked.
This is the point where understanding the hardship
that some students go through can become part of
creating a safe, fair environment in which to learn.
(More on page 8)
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Ask Questions (from page 7)
A certain amount of psychosocial development must
take place within our students before any learning can
happen. This development process begins well before a
child gets to school. However, the levels of development
become obvious at the school and very often within the
classroom. Some teachers are not prepared to respond appropriately to a child who may not be at the level needed
to remain interested or focused in the classroom. This is
not to say that every school is the same. Schools diﬀer in
diversity just as teachers diﬀer in their opinions and their
approach to teaching. Many students are dealing with
issues that eclipse any type of interest in learning. The
importance of recognizing these issues in which children
are dealing with everyday could lay a solid foundation for
gaining the interest of such students in their education
and in the curriculum being taught throughout the year.
Ask questions.
The crow’s feet that have formed around the eyes of 33year-old Mr. Jones became deeper and deeper. His lips
parted, showing a huge friendly smile.
“One-fourth converted to a decimal?” he asked, almost
whispering. “Is that what you don’t get?” Tommy felt so
relieved.
“Ye, ye, yes,” Tommy sputtered.
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Mr. Jones told the class to think about a dollar.
“How many quarters are in a dollar?” he asked. The class
responded in unison, “Four!”
Mr. Jones continued, not looking at Tommy at all now.
“How much is one quarter worth?” he asked. They responded again, “Twenty-ﬁve cents!”
Mr. Jones turned back to the whiteboard and wrote 25
cents, then stepped back so the class could see what he
had written. One by one the students could be heard
acknowledging their understanding that the fraction, onefourth equals .25 in decimal form.
Education requires equal eﬀort between student and
teacher. Successful education also requires an acute, nonbiased, undying passion for the success of each individual
student.
Diﬀerentiated instruction in education is key to creating a life-long learner, a goal that teachers should hold as
a high priority. Developing intrinsic motivation within
each student is crucial. Empowered students, motivated,
with the ability to dream are much more likely to become
successful in whatever path they may choose.

