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By	Lindsay	Adams

Babies and young children, teens, 
seniors, immigrants, those with 

special needs, and those overseas – 
the Jewish Community Federation 
– JCF – leaves out no one. It is an 
ancient Torah belief carried with 
them from Israel, used to build and 
sustain a new community in a new 
land, and more than 100 years later 
is still maintained as a foundation 
for their society. 

Located at 121 Steuart St., the 
San Francisco office serves as the 
federation’s main headquarters. The 
other branches are located through-
out the Bay Area in Palo Alto, Foster 
City, San Rafael and Santa Rosa – 
with one site abroad in Jerusalem. 

Each location is united with 
the same mission, which is proudly 
posted on their website: “The Jewish 
Community Federation works to 
protect and enhance Jewish life in 
our community through fundrais-
ing, strategic planning and provid-
ing funding for programs that care 
for those in need; that strengthen 
and secure the safety of the Jewish 
people; and that foster Jewish 
renaissance at home, in Israel and 
in other Jewish communities.” 

The JCF began as the Federation 
of Jewish Charities in the Bay Area 
in 1910. Like many, the Jewish 

people first began to migrate to 
California during the Gold Rush of 
the mid-1800s. From this moment, 
the Bay Area’s Jewish community 
began. As their population grew, 
they maintained the ancient Torah 
belief that to help those in need 
was at the heart of being Jewish.

The Jewish community contin-
ued to grow in San Francisco and 
the greater Bay Area, systemizing 
themselves into various agencies in 
order to assist one another. Finally 
in 1910, the network of organiza-

tions, recognizing a need for a cen-
tralized source for funding, joined 
together to form the Federation of 
Jewish Charities. 

A separate group – the Jewish 
National Welfare Fund – was also 
formed by local Jewish leaders to 
send money to Jewish people over-
seas. In 1955, the two organiza-
tions merged, forming the Jewish 
Welfare Fund. Known today as the 
Jewish Community Federation, the 
organization has continued to keep 

By	Nicola	Pau

Sea Scout ships are part of a 
unique sailing program for teen-

agers in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Teens from ages 13-20 can join 
either the boys’ crew on the Corsair 
or the girls’ crew on the Viking. 

Teenagers who are interested in 
high adventure activities – such as 
sailing, rowing, and other exciting 
water sports – can find all this, and 
more, at the Sea Scouts. In addi-
tion to operating historic wooden 
vessels, members learn about boat 
maintenance, piloting, safety, and 
a number of other maritime skills.

Boys and girls usually come 
into the program with little or no 
knowledge of boating operation 
and, and some of them cannot 
even swim! The adult leaders in Sea 
Scouts teach them what they need 
to know in order to be able to oper-
ate and maintain their own boats, 
and non-swimmers have come out 
of the program with lifeguard cer-
tificates! 

For teens who are interested in 
joining, this is an excellent oppor-
tunity, as there is no minimum 

requirement, and previous sailing 
experience is not required. This is 
all done in an outdoor environ-
ment, with hands-on activity as 
part of an interactive program.

Boating activities:  
There are 26 Monterey pow-

erboats, a rowing whaleboat, and 
several other models of small boats 
for rowing and sailing. Crew mem-
bers are responsible for the opera-

tion and maintenance of their own 
boats, and the more practice they 
have, the more knowledgeable they 
will become and the more invested 
they will be in the care and upkeep 
of the boats.

Summer cruise – highlight of 
the year:

A two-week summer cruise 
that takes place every year on the 

JCF supports the strength of generations

Jewish	seniors	enjoy	day	outing	-	Photo	courtesy	of	JCF.

Come on teens! Let’s sail on the San Francisco Bay!

Teen	sailing	in	the	Jessica	Cup	-	Photo	courtesy	of	Sea	Scouts.
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A	happy	teen	on	the	Viking	-	Photo	courtesy	of	Sea	Scouts.

Due to an oversight, 
Kim Harris was credited as 
the writer of Hands On Bay 
Area in the April 2011 issue. 
Credits should have been 
issued to Samantha Bell as 
the writer

Errata

Sacramento River and the San 
Joaquin Delta; the cost is $300. 
There are also several overnight 
cruises and weekend trips, such 
as camping and ski trips through-
out the year – departing from the 
Sea Scouts base at Aquatic Park 
to Angel Island, Sausalito, and 
other locations around the Bay. 
Under the supervision of adult 
leaders, crew members learn life-
long skills, from the preparation 
of meals to piloting their jour-
neys.

Regattas:
Crews of the Corsair and 

Viking train and compete against 
other Sea Scout groups from 
around the nation in an event 
called regattas. Sea Scout regat-
tas are competitions consisting 
of over 25 practical maritime 
events, such as rowing, sailing, 
rope climbing, knot tying, and 
piloting. As of now, the Corsair 
and Viking crews are the best 
two rowing teams in California!

Education and development:
Sea Scouts attend vari-

ous kinds of training events 
throughout the year and get cer-
tified CPR and First Aid training, 
which will also give them the 
opportunity to become certified 
lifeguards. They also learn essen-
tial safety skills, such as operat-
ing fire extinguishers, flares, and 
other emergency equipment. 
Most importantly, they develop 
life skills, such as leadership, 
teamwork, problem solving, and 
responsibility, while gaining 
lifelong friendships at the same 
time.

Cost:
Price may well be the first 

thing that comes to mind. It 
may also predispose you to 
turn away from participation. 
However, is it expensive? Not 
really. This is the least expen-
sive and oldest program on the 
waterfront for teens to learn sail-
ing. To be a member of Corsair 
or Viking requires an annual 
registration fee of $60 – or $30 
for six months. This annual fee 
includes membership, a uniform 
loan, a new member’s manual, 

and a crew T-shirt. All the trips 
and special events cost around 
$20 per day. 

Further good news is that the 
Sea Scouts have a sponsor. The 
SF Sailing Whaleboat Association 
has the ability to provide schol-
arships for members who could 
not otherwise participate due to 
lack of funds. More informa-
tion can be found at their Web 
site, http://www.corsair-ship22.
org/#!contact.

When and where to meet:
The base for the San Francisco 

Sea Scouts is located at the foot 
of Van Ness Ave. in Aquatic Park. 
The girls meet every Tuesday 
evening from 5-6:30 p.m., and 
the boys meet from 6-7:30 p.m. 
The whole group meets every 
Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. in Aquatic Park. In this 
location, they learn to sail, row, 
train, and work on their boats. 
There is a swim meeting once a 
month, as well.

The base is just a short 
walk from Fisherman’s Wharf 
and Ghirardelli Square – right 
in the center of San Francisco’s 
lively waterfront. The map on 

their Web site 
gives details 
on how to find 
the Sea Scouts: 
http://web.mac.
c o m / c o r s a i r _
viking_skpr/Sea_
Scouting_in_SF/
Map.html. 

Donations:
Donat ions 

help keep the 
program alive! 
To learn more 
about donat-
ing, please con-
tact Tamara 
Sokolov – Viking 
girls’ crew – at 
415.517.3943, 
or email her at 
t a m a r a . s o k o -
lov@gmail.com. 
You may also 
contact Steven 
Welch – Corsair 
boys’ crew – at 

415.269.0790, or email him at 
steven8t8welch@yahoo.com. 

How to join:
Boating experience is not 

necessary! If this seems like 
something you would enjoy, 
please give them a call, and they 

will arrange a meeting. Girls can 
contact Tamara at 415.517.3943, 
and boys can contact Steven at 
415.269.0790. More informa-
tion can be found at http://wre-
gion3.seascout.org/corsair/, and 
at http://wregion3.seascout.org/
viking/.

Remember, this is not only 
a fun activity, but also it helps 
you build confidence, develop 
leadership and problem-solving 
skills, along with other skills that 
will be of lifelong benefit to you.

If you are looking for unique 
and exciting experiences, you 
will find them here, along with 
the opportunity to establish 
long-lasting friendships. The San 
Francisco Sea Scouts are about 
adventure, social activities, 
dances, sailing, rowing, swim-
ming, water-skiing, team build-
ing, competition, and meeting 
new people!

ARTS COMMISSION HOSTS CENTRAL MARKET BASH
Art in Storefronts, Gallery Receptions, Debut of Temporary Public Art, and Live Music 

When: Friday, May 13, 5−7 p.m. 
Where: Formal remarks at 5:30 at 998 Market Street.  

Party is along Market Street between 6th Street and U.N. Plaza

Central Market will come alive for the Art in Storefronts launch celebration. The festivities include receptions at 
three neighborhood galleries, the debut of two temporary public art sculptures, live music lining Central Market, 
and Off the Grid food trucks. The community celebration will kick off with the unveiling the six storefront instal-
lations and five murals designed by San Francisco artists. Gamelan X, a Balinese fusion ensemble, will lead a 
procession up Market Street where the public may catch performances by the John Brothers Piano Company; 
the Jaz Sawyer Trio playing on Bulbous, a temporary wall of drums created by Office Division; and the 
Space Cowboys DJ Collective performing on their hi-tech mobile sound system called The Unimog at U.N. 
Plaza.

San Francisco Arts Commission Issues Call for Artists 
for 2012 Market Street Kiosk Poster Program

The San Francisco Arts Commission recently issued a Call for Artist for its popular Art on Market Street Kiosk 
Poster Program, which has commissioned new artwork by Bay Area artists on an annual basis since 1992. The 
poster series will feature three consecutive three-month poster exhibitions on Market Street between 8th Street 
and the Embarcadero. Eligibility is open to professional, practicing artists working primarily in any two-dimen-
sional media and residing in the nine San Francisco Bay Area counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San 
Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano and Sonoma. Application deadline is Wednesday, May 18, 2011 at 
12 a.m. PST. Visit www.sfartscommission.org/pubartcollection for more information.

Urban Forestry Council Regular Meetings

Urban Forestry Council Regular meetings are held on the fourth Friday of January, March, May, Sep-
tember and the second Friday in December at 8:30 a.m. at City Hall, Room 400 and on the 4th Tuesday in 
February, June, August, and October at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, Room 416.  No regular meetings shall be 
scheduled for April, July and November.  This information shall be posted on the Dept. of Environment’s 
website.  Visit http://sfgov.org/site/frame.asp?u=http://www.sfenvironment.org

Pier 70 Six Historic Buildings on 20th Street
REQUEST FOR INTEREST

In Rehabilitation Opportunity under Long-Term Lease

Register and receive the RFI on the Port of San Francisco website: www.sfport.com/pier70.  Or email 
Lynda.Swanson@sfport.com  

Submittal Deadline: June 1, 2011.

MAY and JUNE 2011 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULARLY SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – Come see your San Francisco government in action.
Tuesdays,  2:00pm,  City Hall Chamber,  Room 250.

May 3, 10, 17 & 24
June 7, 14, 21 & 28

The City and County of San Francisco encourage public outreach.  Articles are translated into several 
languages to provide better public access.  The newspaper makes every effort to translate the articles of 
general interest correctly.  No liability is assumed by the City and County of San Francisco or the newspa-
pers for errors and omissions.

City and County of San Francisco
MAY 2011

Handling	ring	buoys	-	Photo	courtesy	of	Sea	Scouts.

Sea	Scouts	continued	from	
page	1
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Nonprofit  News

By	Lyndsey	Ellis

Civic Ventures, an organiza-
tion focused on cultivat-

ing meaningful career paths for 
senior citizens, is paving the way 
for occupations that have a posi-
tive social impact. Founded by 
entrepreneur and author Marc 
Freeman in 1998, the think tank 
helps millions of retirement-age 
people transition into valuable 
roles in their communities, par-
ticularly the nonprofit and pub-
lic sectors, by supplying a wealth 
of resources that carefully guides 
them through the decision-mak-
ing process. 

Encore Careers is Civic 
Venture’s leading campaign. 
Engaging adults in their second 
half of life, the operation aims 
to offer opportunities that give 
both a sense of purpose and 
financial compensation. Career 
prospects range from education 
and healthcare to government 
and nonprofits. 

“We are working to make 
encore careers a new social norm 
… and to help people get started 
in thinking about and preparing 
for their own encore years,” said 
Stefanie Weiss, Vice President 
of Communications at Civic 
Ventures.

Civic Ventures has addi-
tional programs to help people 
begin socially rewarding careers. 

A job network where members 
can obtain free, comprehensive 
information to guide their deci-
sion-making processes is located 
at http://www.encore.org/.

Another significant com-
ponent is the Encore College 
Initiative, which invests in unique 
programs to retrain senior citizens 
for new career paths. Generous 
fiscal aids – such as the Purpose 
Prize, Encore Opportunity Awards 
and Encore Fellowships – are also 
given regularly to support social 
innovators. 

“We’ve been giving out 
Purpose Prizes for five years 
now,” stated Weiss. “We have 
given more than 50 cash awards 
of $100,000, $50,000 or $10,000. 
In addition, each year we’ve 
named more than 50 Purpose 
Prize Fellows. So far, we’ve 
named at total of 307 prize win-
ners and fellows.”

Civic Ventures has named 
about 30 Encore Fellows in 
the Bay Area over the past few 
years. The company expects to 
extend its fellowship programs 

Civic Ventures promotes senior vitality and career opportunities
to Portland, Sacramento, New 
York City and Phoenix in the 
near future.

Kim Wiskol, a former human 
resources professional, is one of 
the organization’s 2010 Encore 
Fellows. She credits the fellow-
ship program for allowing her to 
pursue a career that’s linked to 
her existing expertise. 

“After 30 years in business 
– 26 at Hewlett-Packard – I was 
ready to not be working full 
time, but not ready to fully 
retire,” Wiskol said. “This work 
draws on the full range of HR 
experiences that I’ve had over 
these past many years.”

Wiskol’s Encore Fellowship 
is with Partners in School 
Innovation in Silicon Valley, 
where she works part-time, three 
days a week. Wiskol’s assign-
ment involves strengthening 
performance management sys-
tems, implementing a talent 
management process and creat-
ing a management curriculum. 

“I would not be in this posi-
tion without the fellowship pro-
gram,” said Wiskol. “It provided 
the contacts and networks that 
enabled me to be matched up 
with an organization that need-
ed my services in a way that 
allowed me to gainfully contrib-
ute in the nonprofit sector with-
out having to work full time.”

continued	on	page	9

By	David	Goodman	

The Bayview Hunters Point 
Project Area Committee 

(BVHP PAC) is entrusted with 
“the responsibility of providing 
advice, recommendation, and 
direction to the San Francisco 
Redevelopment Agency” for the 
economic and cultural develop-
ment of the BVHP neighbor-
hood. Its origins can be traced 
to the creation of the South 
Bayshore Area Plan – later 
renamed the BVHP Area Plan.

In the 1980s, a group of com-
munity leaders engaged the San 
Francisco Planning Department 
in discussions on how the BVHP 
– then feeling the effects of dis-
appearing industrial and ship-
yard economic engines – would 
adapt to its new circumstances. 

It was not an easy task to 
convince the city of the need to 
redevelop, according to current 
PAC Chairman, Angelo King. 
“It took a lot of work to con-
vince people that redeveloping 
BVHP is what they needed to 
do. People were asking, how do 
we jump-start the community 
redevelopment, in terms of pro-
viding family housing for a lot 
of African Americans? Most of 

the subsidized housing in the 
area is still at least 80% African 
American, and at that time most 
of the houses were owned by 
African Americans, of course the 
highest in-home home owner-
ship rate in the city.”

According to King, those 
community visionaries “did a lot 
of the groundwork in convinc-
ing the city that we should give 
[redeveloping the area] another 
run.” Out of that partnership, 
and after receiving input from 
neighborhood residents, came 
the BVHP Area Plan – a docu-

ment detailing the ways 
in which the existing 
business and residen-
tial infrastructure could 
be built upon – which 
the San Francisco City 
Planning Commission 
approved. The result 
was the creation of the 
Preliminary Plan for 
Redevelopment, which 

was adapted by the PAC upon its 
formation in 1997. 

The PAC’s five-person 
Executive Committee current-
ly meets monthly, and there is 
in any given week at least one 
meeting of one of the PAC’s 
four subcommittees, which 
include the Housing Committee; 
the Land Use, Planning, and 
Transportation Committee; 
the Health and Environment 
Committee; and the Education, 
Training and Employment 
Committee. To be eligible to be 

on the PAC, you must be a resi-
dent of the neighborhood. 

“It doesn’t get much more 
community-oriented than the 
PAC,” King said. “We have long-
time homeowners; we have busi-
ness owners; we have directors of 
organizations; we have renters; 
so we have all kinds of people 
on the committees.” As the com-
mittee chair, King oversees the 
PAC, as well as the Executive 
Committee, and serves as the de 
facto spokesperson for the PAC.

Reflecting on the PAC’s 
accomplishments, King put a lot 
of emphasis on the Revitalization 
Concept Plan, a 175-page docu-
ment with a self-defined mis-
sion to “build consensus, address 
new revitalization programs, 
and guide proposed develop-
ment according to the commu-
nity vision.” King also pointed 

Project Area Committee fights to redevelop Bayview neighborhood

Left,	Founder,	Marc	Freeman.	Right,	Encore	Fellow	James	Otieno	of	SVEF,	http://
www.svefoundation.org.	Photos	courtesy	of	Civic	Ventures.

PAC	Chairman,	Angelo	King.	Photo	by	Western	
Edition	staff.

Engaging	adults	in	their	second	half	of	life,	the	
operation	aims	to	offer	opportunities	that	give	both	

a	sense	of	purpose	and	financial	compensation.	

“We	told	BVHP	residents	that	if	you	come	out	
and	support	and	advocate	for	these	things,	

we’re	going	to	work	the	system	to	make	sure	it	
benefits	you.	It’s	always	a	fight	to	implement	
those	kinds	of	changes,	but	it’s	a	fight	we’re	

willing	to	have.”
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SF News Briefs

Compiled	by	Kellie	Ell

Twitter to get new San 
Francisco offices

Twitter has been work-
ing with the San Francisco 
Mayor’s Office and the Board 
of Supervisors for the past six 
months to keep their headquar-
ters in San Francisco. The social 
networking giants are ramping 
up to move their current offices 
on Folsom Street to a larger loca-
tion on Ninth and Market Streets 
in the historic Furniture Mart 
building, making more room for 
the growing company. 

Twitter is awaiting the 
approval of the Central Market/
Tenderloin Payroll Tax Exclusion 
– a six-year payroll tax exemption 
on every new employee for busi-
nesses in the area. The incentive 
is offered to companies relocat-
ing or expanding to a six-block 
strip on Market Street between 
Fifth and 11th Streets – as well 
as a neighboring area in the 
Tenderloin between McAllister 
and Geary Streets and Mason and 
Polk Streets – in an effort to revi-
talize commerce, improve public 

top priorities,” said Supervisor 
Jane Kim. “We have an oppor-
tunity to attract unique partners 
who are growing jobs and excited 
to invest in a neighborhood plan 
that prioritizes residents and 
small businesses, while increas-
ing public safety and supporting 
robust transit improvements.” 

Sunday Streets
Sunday Streets is now in full 

swing, with a new route through 
the Chinatown-North Beach 
area this summer, with extended 
hours. The city of San Francisco 
is blocking off streets in differ-
ent areas for one Sunday each 
month so that residents can ride, 
walk, stroll, skate, jog or play 
without the interference of traf-
fic between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The eight-month-long street 
procession is now in its fourth 
year and runs from March to 
October – with 15,000-20,000 
people expected to turn out each 
month for activities scheduled in 
various locales throughout the 
city. 

This year’s calendar of events 
includes: free bicycle education 

profit from the increased foot 
traffic along pedestrian routes. 

The first Sunday Streets took 
place in Bogotá, Columbia nearly 
30 years ago and has since spread 
to the farthest corners of the 
globe, including Tokyo and the 
Ukraine. In 2008, the City by 
the Bay became the third city 
in the nation to introduce the 
environmentally friendly, family-
oriented series of events to its res-
idents. Since then, the concept 
has become one of the largest 
events in the United States. 

Sunday Streets is made pos-
sible through many generous 
donations and sponsors, includ-
ing Bank of America, Shape Up 
SF, The Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District, City 
CarShare, The Exploratorium, the 
California Academy of Sciences, 
Presidio Trust and the California 
Pacific Medical Center. 

“We at the SFMTA are delight-
ed and honored to serve as the 
City’s lead agency for Sunday 
Streets,” said SFMTA Executive 
Director/CEO Nathaniel P. 
Ford, Sr. “This program plays 
an important role in promot-
ing sustainable transportation, 
revitalizing neighborhoods and 
connecting diverse communities 
across San Francisco.”

May street closures will be in 
the Mission District, including a 
well-travelled route along 24th 
and Valencia Streets.

2010 Census for San 
Francisco

The results of the 2010 Census 
report are in: San Francisco’s 
population is 805,235, with 
about a 3.7 percent increase 
since the last Census report that 

Sunday	Streets	in	the	Mission	-	Photo	SF	Bike	Coalition.

was conducted in 2000. “The 
results show, that even in these 
challenging economic times, San 
Francisco continues to attract 
a diverse and increasing num-
ber of residents and businesses,” 
said Mayor Lee. 

The Office of Civic 
Engagement & Immigrant Affairs 
– OCEIA – helped lead the city 
in conducting the report. The 
office was careful to ensure that 
the eight most underrepresented 
neighborhoods in San Francisco 
– Bayview, Chinatown, Excelsior, 
Mission, South of Market, 
Tenderloin, Visitation Valley and 
Western Addition – were includ-
ed. With more than $809,000 in 
funds distributed for the endeav-
or, San Francisco’s “mail-in par-
ticipation rate” was one of the 
highest rates of improvement in 
the state at 72 percent, which as 
a 4 percent increase since the last 
Census Report. 

During the 2010 Census, 
San Francisco also pushed for 
bilingual census materials and 
the addition of same-sex part-
nerships in its research. “This 
was an intentional and effec-
tive cross-collaboration between 
the community, Mayor, President 
and Board of Supervisors, city 
departments, and the U.S. Census 
Bureau,” said OCEIA Executive 
Director Adrienne Pon. 

“For many residents, especial-
ly our most vulnerable, partici-
pating in the 2010 Census was a 
first step to civic engagement,” 
Pon added. The California Census 
Report showed a 10 percent over-
all increase in population, with 
more than 37 million residents, 
yet no new Congressional seats 
have been added to date.

safety and make the area more 
pedestrian and bike friendly. 

Twitter has committed to 
signing a six-year lease, and like-
ly a 10-year renewal lease, if the 
new legislation passes. Advocates 
for the initiative hope other 
businesses, both big and small, 
will follow suit. “I am excited to 
hear from Twitter of their eager-
ness to stay in San Francisco,” 
said Mayor Edwin M. Lee. 

“This is the moment we have 
been waiting for [in] our Mid 
Market area. The transformative 
nature of an anchor tenant like 
Twitter will revitalize this com-
munity, create jobs and stimu-
late our economy at a time when 
we need it most.” 

The Mid-Market project 
is part of the city’s $350,000 
effort to restore the tattered 
Mid-Market Street vicinity that 
has been neglected for years. 
Currently, the area has a 31 per-
cent storefront vacancy. Twitter’s 
presence in the neighborhood is 
expected to produce some 2,600 
jobs in the next six years. 

“Job creation is one of my 

and repair classes, offered by 
the San Francisco Bike Coalition; 
access to free bike rentals by 
Bike & Roll, Blazing Saddles and 
Bay City Bike Rental & Tours; 
complimentary yoga, aerobics 
and tai chi lessons; local art-
work; live musical performances, 
including the Funky Town Roller 
Disco led by David Miles; a Kids 
Corner sponsored by the YMCA; 
no charge pet information and 
services organized by Happy 
Hounds Massage; as well as other 
wellness and community orient-
ed affairs. Group events will be 
spaced out along routes. 

“Sunday Streets for a fourth 
year in a row has offered a fun 
car-free alternative that encour-
ages healthy physical activi-
ties and educates people about 
sustainable living,” said David 
Chiu, the president of the Board 
of Supervisors. The idea came 
about as a way to encourage 
community gatherings through 
healthy physical activities and 
offer up open space in neighbor-
hoods otherwise lacking. Local 
businesses are also expected to 

Twitter	offices	in	San	Francisco	-	Photo	by	Eric	Besson	via	Flickr.com.

In	1870,	over	6,500	marshals	and	assistants	counted	the	U.S.	population,	which	
had	grown	to	over	38	million.	It	wasn’t	until	1880	that	specially	trained	enumer-
ators	carried	out	the	census.	Photo	Credit:	Library	of	Congress,	LC-USZ62-93675
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*This project is part of the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency Limited Equity Program.  All Buyers must 
  be qualified between 70-100% of Area Medium Income.                                        DRE01245200 

Developer Michael Simmons    MSPDI Turk, LLC     Architect David Baker + Partners 

Marketing & Sales The Harrison Team                             Linda@TheHarrisonTeam.com   415-772-8452     

Fillmore Park is 32 affordable one, two & three-bedroom flats and townhomes 
                                                 available by lottery in the Fall of 2011. 
                                                  Fillmore Park is offered exclusively to First Time 
                                                  Home Buyer households earning between 
                                                  $45,000 & $95,000 annual income.   
                                                  Fillmore Park 1345 Turk St. San Francisco 94105

Stylish Living   Smart Investment

 

Location:
African American Arts & Cultural Center / Conference Room

762 Fulton Street at Webster Street, San Francisco
For information/To register:  www.FillmorePark.com/Lucky

 
Saturday, April 9th 10:00am–11:00am 
Saturday, May 14th 10:00am–11:00am
Saturday, June 18th 10:00am–11:00am

Fillmore Park 
Informational Workshops

Compiled	by	Samantha	Bell	and	
Editorial	Staff 

Civic Center
The 7th Annual Asian 

Heritage Street Celebration will 
be held on Saturday, May 21, 
from 11 a.m.to 6 p.m., in front 
of the Asian Art Museum near 
the Little Saigon District. The fair 
highlights community efforts to 
strengthen an appreciation of 
cultural diversity, and to dis-
play artistic talents of Asian and 
Pacific Islander cultures.

The fair has many business 
and organizational sponsors in 
San Francisco, including Subaru, 
AT&T, the California Pacific 
Medical Center, The Northern 
California Carpenters Union, 
and many others.

The event is free and open to 
the general public. Fairgoers will 
also receive free general admis-
sion to the Asian Art Museum, 
courtesy of Target.

Thai monks will perform a 
blessing at 10 a.m. to open the 
street celebration. A dazzling 
display of ethnic costumes will 
take place at 11 a.m., during the 
Faces of Asia cultural procession. 

Points of interest at the fair 
include an Asian Arts and Crafts 
Alley, a section for Mahjong 
players, and a jazz and wine area. 
Entertainment includes perfor-
mances by Asian American art-
ists, DJs, and martial arts experts. 
There will be jumper cars, free 
film screenings, Asian food, a 
health living pavilion, and a 
children’s area with hands-on 
activities, games and rides.

A martial arts exhibition by 
San Francisco’s World Team USA 
will be held from noon until 5 
p.m. at Larkin and Ellis Streets. 
More than 100 martial artists 
displaying skills ranging from 
Muay Thai, San Shou, kung fu, 
karate, Jiu Jitsu, and mixed mar-
tial arts, or MMA.

“We are very excited to 
have the Asian Heritage Street 
Celebration in the Little Saigon 
cultural and commercial dis-
trict,” said Philip Nguyen of the 
Southeast Asian Community 
Center. “We welcome this fair 
heartily, which will help pro-
mote not only Little Saigon, but 
also the whole Southeast Asian 
community of the Tenderloin, 
and of the city of San Francisco.”

The organizers of the cel-
ebration will return all proceeds 
to the different Asian communi-
ties that are involved – including 
newer groups such as the the 
Hmong and Samoans, as well 
those as to the older and more 
established communities. The 
Asian Heritage Street Celebration 
has donated more than $60,000 
to over 50 Bay Area community 
groups and charities over the 
years – selected for their role 
in assisting cooperation among 
diverse elements of the Asian 

Pacific American community.

The organizers of the annual 
street celebration also promote 
fundraising for San Francisco 
public schools, and they have 
created a raffle program focused 
upon teaching children about 
community philanthropy at an 
early age. Prizes and administra-
tive support are provided for stu-
dents and school groups to sell 
raffle tickets, and all proceeds 
are returned to the participating 
schools. More information about 
this program can be found at 
http://asianfairsf.com/activities/
contests/raffle/.

Mother’s Day in the 
Neighborhoods

The neighborhoods are 
bursting with great activities this 
May! In honor of Mother’s Day 
on May 9, we hit the streets to 
find out how people plan to cel-
ebrate and honor our amazing 
mothers this year. 

Fillmore
Paula Goodwin has lived in 

the Fillmore District for over 
20 years. She said, “I will prob-
ably try to call a couple of my 
sisters because three of them are 
moms.” Goodwin is not a mom, 
but she appreciates them!

On May 15, the attention is 
back on the kids for the Handful 
Players performance of “Rainbow 
in Your Corner,” a play filled 
with classic jazz music and origi-
nal lyrics by Eugene Chan. The 
Handful Players is a free chil-
dren’s musical theater program 
in the Western Addition. The 
performance will take place at 
Yoshi’s, 1330 Fillmore St., and 
will also feature Dee Spencer and 
the Gateway High School Jazz 
Band, along with Archie White’s 
City Jazz Trio. Tickets are a $5 
donation at the door. Children 
18 and under are free! 

Hayes Valley
Lindsey Goldberg, member 

of the Youth Education Branch at 
the Hayes Valley Farm, said that 
she is excited about Mother’s 
Day this year because this is the 
first time in a while that she 
has lived near her family. She 
said, “In the evening, my hope 
is to take my mom and dad to 

Zoey	 Kroll	 Ashley	 -	 Photo	 by	 Ashley	
Thompson.

Bringing together community.

www.brownandtoland.com
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Zoey	Kroll	–	organizer	of	the	Photo	
Adventure	Club	-	Photo	by	Ashley	
Thompson.
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By	Nicola	Pau

The 44th annual Northern 
California Cherry Blossom 

Festival was held on April 9-10 
and 16-17 in Japantown. This 
year’s festival had a lot of impact 
on me, since it not only signaled 
a celebration for the arrival of 
spring, but it also reminded me 
of all the victims who had per-
ished in the earthquake and tsu-
nami in Japan. 

As a result, this year’s festival 
was dedicated to the families 
and survivors of this catastroph-
ic event. The Cherry Blossom 
Festival organizers set up dona-
tion areas throughout the fes-
tival, and the public was asked 
to generously contribute to the 
Northern Japan Earthquake 
Relief Fund. This fund has been 
established by the Japanese 
Cultural and Community 
Center of Northern California – 
JCCCNC – immediately follow-
ing the devastation.

JCCCNC hopes to do the 
following within the next few 
months: Provide relief that meets 
immediate lifesaving and sur-
vival needs; aid recovery by cre-
ating sustainability, temporary 
shelters and housing needs, and 
providing suppliers for children, 
families and seniors; rebuilding 
by supporting community and 
neighborhood capital influx.

More information on sup-
port and donations toward 
this effort can be found at 
www.jcccnc.org, or by calling 
415.529.1322. Contributions can 
also be made to the Northern 
Japan Earthquake Relief Fund 
at JCCCNC, 1840 Sutter St., San 
Francisco, CA 94115.

Festival highlights included 
the following:

Food bazaar
The food bazaar at the 

Cherry Blossom festival provid-
ed tasty dishes throughout the 
festival. This was a wonderful 
opportunity to sample Japanese 
delicacies while supporting non-
profit organizations in the com-

munity. Those attending the fes-
tival could enjoy food such as 
sushi; Takoyaki, or grilled octo-
pus; chicken teriyaki; Kabayaki, 
or Unagi rice; Dorayaki, a red 
bean pancake; hot udon; mochi 
and drinks. Tables and bench-
es were provided for comfort. 
Music could be clearly heard 
from stages at Webster St. while 
enjoying lunch on the benches.

Arts and crafts
Intricate handmade jewelry 

can be seen, as well as Japanese 
paper dolls, key chains, recycled 
candy-wrapped handbags and 
purses, origami – the art of paper 
folding – and many other special 
accessories. 

Japantown celebrates Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival
Arts and crafts also included 

a huge Totoro made of wool, and 
lots of people dropped by and 
took pictures with him. All of 
the stuffed animals in this booth 
were made of wool and were 
quite expensive!

Other booths of interest
Demonstrations on how to 

easily make sushi, as well as a 
police motorcycle display were 
other picture-taking points of 
interest.

Taiko drumming –sounds of 
thunder

The history of taiko is like a 
fabric interwoven with the his-
tory of the Japanese people. The 
taiko drum is always regarded as 
sacred, and it was first used to 
ward away evil spirits. In times 
of drought, it was believed that 
by imitating the sound of thun-
der the spirit of rain would be 
forced into action. At harvest 
festival time, the taiko would be 
beaten joyfully to express thanks 
for a bountiful crop. Today, taiko 
drumming represents a cultural 
renaissance that has been taking 
place in Japan, leading to a redis-
covery of native arts.

Grandmaster Tanaka found-
ed the San Francisco Taiko 
Dojo in 1968, introducing the 
taiko art form to America. This 
dojo was the first taiko group 

The	crowd	in	Japantown	-	Photo	courtesy	of	sfjapantown	via	Flickr.com.

Cheeseboard in Berkeley … it’s a 
delicious opportunity!” 

Also with regard to Mother’s 
Day and the Hayes Valley Farm, 
Zoey Kroll – organizer of the 
Photo Adventure Club at the 
farm – is planning an informal 
picnic on Mother’s Day at the 
farm. The picnic will start at 2 
p.m. and is BYOP, “bring your 
own picnic!” Bring any camera 
you have – disposable, digital, or 
even a cell phone, and get ready 
to celebrate moms by playing and 
taking photos at the farm. There 
is even talk of special Mother’s 
Day portraits! The event is free 
and open to the public.

Japantown
Cherry Samson, the manager 

of Cako Bakery in Japan Center, 
is going to fly to Vegas to pay 
her mother a visit for Mother’s 
Day, where she says they will 
probably go out to dinner as a 
family. She added, “She doesn’t 
necessarily care for presents, so 
yay for me!” 

On May 7, from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., the Japantown Peace 
Plaza will come alive for the 
Children’s Day Festival, an annu-
al event held to recognize Japan’s 
national holiday in celebration 
of children. The event is present-

ed by the Japanese Cultural and 
Community Center of Northern 
California and will feature enter-
tainment, food, and hands-on 
craft activities for children. This 
event is free and open to the 
public.

NoPa
Grace Lamont, a new North 

of Panhandle – NoPa – resident, 
will grab her brother and drive 
up to their home town of Santa 
Rosa to spend the day with their 
mom on Mother’s Day. She said, 
“I hope to take her out for a nice 
brunch and maybe a short day 
hike if the weather is nice.”

On May 21, the North of 
the Panhandle Neighborhood 
Association – NOPNA – will host 
one its popular block parties. The 
event will run from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and will take place at 

Cherry	Samson	manages	Japantown	
Cako	-	Photo	by	Ashley	Thompson.

continued	on	page	12

continued	on	page	9

SATURDAY, MAY 21, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00p.m. 

2333 Buchanan Street, San Francisco 
Labyrinth Garden 

If you are taking public transportation (recommended): The  
Pacific Campus is served by the 1 California, 22 Fillmore, 3 Jackson, 

and 24 Divisadero. 

 
For more information, 

visit RebuildCPMC.org 
 

For more information about the open 
house, contact Frieda Edgette at 

edgette@barcoast.com or  
(415) 364-0000. 

Help us shape the future of Pacific Campus! 
Meet and talk with the medical and planning teams about the  future of 

California Pacific Medical Center’s (CPMC) Pacific Campus.  Learn 
about the hospital’s future medical programming, design and landscape, 

transportation, construction phasing, and how to get involved in the  
visioning process. 

Neighborhood	News		
continued	from	page	6
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How often do we play, and 
why? 

I’m 74 years old now and 
retired, and I retired when I was 
70. As a former sub-
stitute teacher, I still 
have fun with the 
students. 

I would cradle 
the ball as a moth-
er would her infant 
baby. I could hear a 
loud voice near me 
saying, “Teacher 
Midgett, can I pitch 
the ball?” The stu-
dent came closer to me and 
repeated, “Teacher Midgett, can 
I pitch the ball?”

I was having fun and was not 
ready to give up my play time. 
I looked at the student with a 
big grin on my face, and then 
I laughed out loud, saying “Oh 
no, you can’t,” as I continued to 
laugh, saying, “I am having fun 
just like you.” 

Finding a play ethic
ment. Some toys for preschool 
do not allow for a child to use 
his or her imagination while at 
play. 

Some teams play 
on weekends and 
sometimes during 
the week, when a fee 
is charged. At times, 
the fun gets lost in 
the play, because the 
game becomes com-
petitive.

When par-
ents sometimes get 
involved in a child’s 

play, they need to back off a 
little. I have seen parents want 
to get into a brawl and become 
too aggressive when it is only a 
game. The parents need to ques-
tion their motive why they want 
their children to participate in 
this particular sport. Play can be 
fun, and although back when life 
was a strain economically, fam-
ily and community were more 
together. Play was a social func-
tion as a unit with neighbors 
and families. Play now consists 
of game boards, which mean 
more isolative play. I see chil-
dren and parents more focused 
on cell phones and game boards 
in restaurants then with having 
a conversation with each other.

How often do we play with 
each other as a family? Is a play 
ethic used by some of the players 
that we see on television or read 
about in the newspapers? What 
message is given to some of our 
future players? 

Mary Midgett is the author 
of “New York Flavor with a San 
Francisco Beat.” She is also a 
retired schoolteacher. She is avail-
able to do presentations and semi-
nars on social and family nego-
tiations. She also conducts work-
shops on parenting, self-esteem and 
social and intimate relationships. 
She can be seen you on YouTube 
at “Midgett’s host of older black 
women’s issues.” Her email address 
is midgettscorner@aol.com.

By	Mallory	Emerson

As human beings, the thought 
of growing into our 60s, 70s 

and 80s can be a frightening, 
lonely and often difficult mental 
process. For those who are a part 
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual or 
transgender – LGBT – commu-
nity, this process can be exponen-
tially more difficult. A local study 
in San Francisco has concluded 
that LGBT seniors were twice as 
likely to live alone as opposed to 
their non-LGBT peers. 

Not only is isolation a huge 
problem facing LGBT seniors, 
but it is significantly more dif-
ficult for those in the LGBT 
senior community to find hous-
ing, resources, long term care or 
aging-support services that wel-
come LGBTs.

Openhouse is a nonprofit 
organization focused upon cre-
ating an unprecedented service 
for the LGBT senior community 
of San Francisco. Openhouse 
realized the lack of services for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender seniors and set out to 
provide networking for housing 
services, healthcare, and long 
term care for this community. 

Founded in 1998, Openhouse 
set forth to break down barriers 
preventing LGBT seniors from 
accessing housing – now provid-
ing a network for LGBT seniors 
to support this direct need. In 
2004, Openhouse also began 
a training program for service 
providers that recognizes LGBT 
needs in order to create safe and 
welcoming programs for LGBT 
seniors. Openhouse has now 
trained over 1,500 service pro-
viders with a specific curriculum 
for LGBT seniors; it has also 
developed this curriculum with 
an interactive toolkit and DVD 
to train others to carry out their 
program.

There are over 25,000 LGBT 
seniors in the San Francisco bay 
area, most of whom are not 
receiving quality care or oppor-
tunities to live within senior 
residential facilities – therefore 
forced to live in isolation. In 

Openhouse finds ways to assist 
nontraditional senior living

cooperation with various other 
community organizations with-
in the San Francisco communi-
ty, Openhouse is determined to 
provide a sense of comfort and 
family within the LGBT senior 
community. By providing net-
work services, discussion groups, 
support groups and housing 
services, Openhouse is opening 
doors to the LGBT community 
that have been forcefully closed 
for years.

The latest project for 
Openhouse is a new senior 
housing facility at 55 Laguna 
St. in San Francisco’s Hayes 
Valley neighborhood. In 2008, 
Openhouse received permission 
to build senior housing specifi-
cally welcoming LGBT adults to 
the former UC Extension site. 
The facility will hold at least 88 
units of affordable housing, as 
well as on-site support services 
for LGBT seniors. 

Openhouse is currently 
working with a private devel-
oper to build the senior facil-
ity, as well as working with the 
Mayor’s Housing Office to create 
an enriching and comfortable 
community for LGBT adults at 
55 Laguna St. 

Openhouse also recognizes 
the need for immediate – as well 
as long-term – housing needs 
for the LGBT senior community; 
the organization therefore has a 
directory of senior housing facil-
ities, with relevant information 
surrounding each facility, includ-
ing: waiting lists, rent range, 
income eligibility, and degree of 
LGBT-sensitivity. Volunteers visit 
each potential housing site in 
order to ensure the housing sites 
are welcoming to LGBT seniors, 
where they interview manag-
ers and staff for direct informa-
tion on their housing facilities 
regarding LGBT sensitivity. 

On any day of the week there 
are events for the LGBT senior 
community through Openhouse. 
From discussion groups to week-
ly parties and socials, the LGBT 
senior community can contact 

continued	on	page	10

Finding	a	home	-	Photo	courtesy	of	Openhouse.

Play	is	the	beginning	
of	social	interaction	

with	peers,	adults	and	
friends.	Play	can	also	
influence	a	preschool	

environment.	

Part of my play ethic was 
squash. I did not let the students 
use the regular outdoor ball 
because it was so hard, and the 
ball could also break the glass 
in the ceiling. I suggested that 
we use the lighter ball and hit it 
instead of kicking it. I was hav-
ing fun along with the students. 
We were playing one our favorite 
game at school – kickball. 

Some learning experi-
ences come from a variety of 
games. Soccer, basketball, ice 
hockey, chess, jump rope, mar-
bles, Connect Four and Sorry! 
Technology has afforded us the 
opportunity to view other coun-
tries at play. The social aspect of 
the games brings many different 
ethnic groups together. 

Play ethics is an impor-
tant part of any game in which 
you choose to participate with 
another individual or team. The 
following information can apply 
to play ethics: Who will be play-
ing the game – because without 
players can it happen? What 
game will be played? Will their 
be a fair vote upon which all 
players can agree? When will 
the game be played? Where: Has 
there been a mutual place agreed 
upon? Why do you want to 
play? How it is played is where 
the play ethic bcomes visible.

Play is the beginning of 
social interaction with peers, 
adults and friends. Play can also 
influence a preschool environ-
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its ancient Torah value of help-
ing those in need.

Today, the JCF serves as an 
umbrella organization to a vast 
number of charities, all of which 
in some way help the Jewish 
people. The federation works in 
part with the Jewish Community 
Endowment Fund, a monetary 
source established to help ensure 
the continuity and vitality of the 
San Francisco Bay Area Jewish 
community.

The endowment fund began 
as a small community fund spon-
sored by donors, many of whom 
had been assisted by the JCF 
themselves. Today, the endow-
ment fund has more than $2 
billion in total managed assets. 
These funds have become a criti-
cal source of financial support 
for projects throughout the Bay 
Area Jewish community. 

The endowment fund pro-
vides the Federation with sup-
port for emergency needs and 
provides seed funds for new proj-
ects that pose creative, thought-
ful solutions to communal prob-
lems locally, nationally, in Israel 
and around the world.

Despite its Western locale, 
the Jewish Community 
Federation continues to protect 

its Israeli homeland and ensure 
that it remains a just, democrat-
ic and pluralistic Jewish state. 
Organizations overseas focus 
on providing education for all 
Jewish people, building strong 
and impartial communities, and 
providing equal opportunity for 
them. 

Here in San Francisco and in 
the greater Bay Area, the JCF is 
equally committed to building a 
strong Jewish community – start-
ing with the children. A number 
of associations have been estab-
lished for the healthy growth of 
babies and children in the local 
Jewish community. 

For instance, the PJ Library 

Program sends free Jewish-
content books and music on a 
monthly basis to children ages 
6 months to 7 years. Parenting 
Matters is a discussion group 
geared toward parents raising 
children five years and younger. 
The Early Childhood Education 
Initiative is a new program devel-
oped to promote Jewish families 
to engage their young children 
in meaningful Jewish life. The 
Jewish Community Endowment 
Fund also provides more than 
twenty funds and foundations 
with a variety of academic and 
enrichment programs for all ages.

Teens, specifically, are 
encouraged with a number of 

JCF	continued	from	page	1

Israel	in	the	Garden	at	Yerba	Buena	-	Photo	courtesy	of	JCF.

scholarships and awards. The 
Diller Tikkum Olam Awards 
Recognition recognizes teens 
with outstanding philanthrop-
ic contributions to their com-
munity. The Haas-Koshland 
Memorial Award sponsors a 
year of study in Israel. There 
is also a bank of Day School 
Scholarships reserved for need-
based financial assistance, with 
scholarships. 

On the other end of the 
spectrum are seniors, members 
of the community that require 
a different sort of assistance. 
Many lack the financial means, 
mobility, and physical health 
to take care of their own basic 
needs. Therefore, the JCF funds 
a wide variety of programs to 
care for the seniors of the Jewish 
community. Many of these pro-
grams offer basic needs such 
as transportation and food ser-
vices, while others, such as the 
Friendship Circle, offer compan-
ionship and support.

Also receiving companion-
ship and support are those in 
the community with special 
needs. Over 9,000 Jewish chil-
dren in the Bay Area have some 
form of developmental disabil-
ity. To ensure that these chil-
dren may participate fully in a 
Jewish communal life, the feder-

Hayes and Lyon Streets. Come out 
to socialize with your neighbors 
and perhaps meet new friends! 
NOPNA block parties are filled 
with great activities for kids, 
games, music and more. This 
event is free and open to the 
public.

Alamo Square
Kelly Posner pondered what 

to do for her grandma for Mother’s 
Day, while catching some rays in 
Alamo Square Park. She decided, 
“I think my cousin and I should 
cook up her favorite meal for her 
… homemade ‘mac and cheese’ 
with bacon.” Sounds delicious!

Volunteers will gather at 
Alamo Square from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. on May 14 to help with park 
greening. Come by and meet your 
neighbors while pruning bushes, 
weeding and planting flowers!

Visit www.alamosq.com to 
sign up.

The Alamo Square 
Neighborhood Association —
ASNA — needs volunteers to 
help with clean-up and safety 
for the Bay to Breakers race on 
May 15. Sign up at www.ala-
mosq.com.

Bayview/Hunters Point
Bayview resident, Julianne 

Burkett, is celebrating Mother’s 
Day by becoming a kid again. 
She said, “I’m taking a trip to 
Disneyland with my daugh-
ter this year … I’d call that a 
Mother’s Day gift for me because 
we’ve never been!”  

On Sunday May 1, from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. the Hunters 
Point Shipyard Artists will open 
their doors for the Spring Open 
Studio. 

Art lovers are encouraged to 
come and explore the 27-year-
old art colony and visit the 150 
artists who work with painting, 
sculpture, jewelry, photography, 
metal work, ceramics, textiles 
and more. 

Admission is free, parking 
is free, and refreshments will be 
served. Art will be available for 
purchase. 

For more information and 
directions to Hunters Point 
Shipyard and Islais Creek 
Studios, visit http://www.ship-
yardartists.com.

continued	on	page	12
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NoPa	sign	-	Photo	by	Western	Edition	
staff.

BVHP	PAC	continued	from	page	3

out other benefits brought about 
by the PAC’s work, including 
5600 Third St. – an affordable 
senior housing facility – and the 
3rd Street T-Line – so named 
because the PAC pushed for 
its own unique designation, as 
opposed to simply viewing it as 
an extension of another line. 

“You would also have to 
credit some of the work that was 
done on the Candlestick Shipyard 
Project, in terms of how to help 
frame the argument [for redevel-
oping BVHP],” King said, in ref-
erence to redevelopment plans 
by the Office of Economic and 
Workforce Development and the 
San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency. 

These plans would include 
building “over 10,500 residential 
units—a significant portion of 
which will be offered at below-
market rates—over 300 acres 
of new waterfront parks, and 
approximately 700,000 square 
feet of destination retail” on the 
former Hunters Point Shipyard 
and Candlestick Point. 

King further reflected that 
some of the BVHP PAC’s other 
accomplishments “include things 
that nobody ever gives any credit 
for, things that never happened, 
like incompatible land usage, 
things of that nature. People 
wanted housing in crazy plac-
es, and a lot of that stuff gets 
squashed once it comes before 

the PAC.”

In terms of the PAC’s imme-
diate future, King sees hard work 
ahead: “It’s a tenuous time as far 
as redevelopment is concerned. 
Our number one focus is trying 
to make sure all of these things 
that we’ve sold our communi-
ty on are preserved during this 
tumultuous budget period – such 
as the Hunters View rebuild, the 
Candlestick Shipyard Project, 
or 66 Hunter, one of the only 
recent projects creating hous-
ing for really low-income folks, 
including the homeless. All of 
these projects are on the chop-
ping block.”

King further said, “What 
people are really upset about, 
is that the city has done every-
body else’s neighborhood and 
gone through and done neigh-
borhoods that didn’t even exist, 
like China Basin. When it final-
ly comes down to Bayview, we 
want to get the infrastructure 
and the catalytic investment 
that we need to jumpstart the 
area, so that we can enjoy the 
kind of success that the rest of 
the city has enjoyed. 

“We told BVHP residents 
that if you come out and support 
and advocate for these things, 
we’re going to work the system 
to make sure it benefits you. 
It’s always a fight to implement 
those kinds of changes, but it’s a 
fight we’re willing to have.”
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Openhouse	continued	from	
page	8
Openhouse to create a network 
of support and long lasting rela-
tionships. Gatherings on the 
second Sunday of each month 
allow LGBT men and women to 
gather together in the commu-
nity to share discussions, enjoy 
potlucks, and hear from speakers 
in the community on a multi-
tude of different topics. 

The next second Sunday 
gathering for men was April 10, 
12-2 p.m., with a potluck, at 
Francis of Assisi at 145 Guererro 
St. The next women’s second 
Sunday gathering was April 
10, 3-5 p.m. Participants were 
encouraged to share their art and 
artistic thoughts in a lively dis-
cussion of art through the ages. 

Other events that Openhouse 
provides include: weekly lunch-
es; housing and services clinics; 
game days; art groups; monthly 
groups for job seekers 60-plus; 
writing groups; exercise groups; 
free movie afternoons; as well as 
many other support and discus-
sion groups in San Francisco.

Openhouse offers an impor-
tant and unique solution to 
a need in the community by 
reaching out to LGBT seniors 
and providing them with a sense 
of connection, community and 
family. Openhouse is deter-
mined to assist LGBT seniors 
with smoothly transitioning into 
welcoming housing opportuni-
ties, as well as provide a support 
system to build relationships 
and community. 

That the organization is ded-
icated to serving LGBT seniors 
is evidenced in their statement 
for their 2011 Community 
Services Plan, which states that 
they intend to “serve over 400 
LGBT seniors each year; provide 
over 1,700 hours of community 
activities to bring LGBT seniors 
together; reduce their isolation 
and build a true sense of commu-
nity; provide over 700 hours of 
one-on-one meetings, and visits 
to assist vulnerable seniors who 
need in-home care; emergency 
rental subsidies; affordable hous-
ing referrals, and much more.” 

Openhouse is constantly 
reaching out to the LGBT com-
munity to gain participation in 
the amazing opportunities and 
sense of belonging they are cre-
ating throughout San Francisco. 
This nonprofit meets a special 
need in the LGBT community 
by recognizing a growing state of 
ageism and providing support to 
break down barriers within these 
communities for LGBT seniors to 
feel comfortable with their aging 
process and their identities. 

Through their many gather-
ings, discussions, housing oppor-
tunities, and support groups, 
Openhouse is extending an open 
and dedicated hand to the LGBT 
senior community. Visit http://
openhouse-sf.org/.

By	Samantha	Bell

The North of Panhandle 
Neighborhood Association – 

NOPNA – is a hub of commu-
nity engagement and advocacy 
for residents in the neighbor-
hood located directly north of 
Panhandle Park. Extending from 
Turk Street on the north, Fell 
Street on the south, Divasadero 
on the east, and Masonic on the 
west is the neighborhood known 
as North of the Panhandle, or 
NoPa. A thriving community of 
people living in this area take an 
active role in improving the qual-
ity of life for the neighborhood.

Since its inception in 1991, 
NOPNA has grown from a neigh-
borhood watch group primar-
ily concerned with crime to a 
strong conglomerate of pro-
grams and projects that address 
the diverse needs and wants 
of the residents. The original 
campaign message, “Respect the 
Neighborhood,” has become 
a mantra that extends beyond 
crime reduction. 

A similar message is expressed 
on their Web site, http://
wp.nopna.org/: “We want a clean 
and safe environment where 
every neighbor is respected and 
included in our community.”

Over the last six to seven 
years, NOPNA has increased its 
impact as they learned how to 
better work with city officials, 
according to Leela Gill, for-
mer president of NOPNA, cur-
rent member at large and editor 
of the newsletter. “We bring a 
voice to our city officials; we 
are a conduit of communica-
tion,” Gill explained. “NOPNA 
meetings draw anywhere between 
50 and 100 people,” she added. 
“With officials like the District 
Supervisor, MTA representatives, 
and the Park Station Captain in 
attendance, they can ask ques-
tions of the residents and have 
conversations that directly address 
their concerns about neighbor-
hood and citywide issues.”

NOPNA – improving neighborhood living conditions
Through the Neighbor-to-

Neighbor program, started by 
Gill, communication between 
neighbors is ramped up by grow-
ing a network of block captains 
that get to know their block, 
develop email lists and pass 
along information. Currently, 
there are about 25-30 out of the 
60 blocks within the neighbor-
hood that have captains, and 
Gill is constantly working to 
recruit more. The Neighbor-to-
Neighbor network is indispens-
able when it comes to moni-
toring quality of life issues. 
Block captains provide perti-
nent information to the San 
Francisco Police Department – 
SFPD – whenever they see a 
crime in progress, and they are 
instrumental in helping them 
enforce stay-away orders to drug 
dealers that continuously return 
to particular hot spots.

NOPNA provides residents 
with the resources, structure 
and guidance necessary to get 
their ideas turned into success-
ful projects. As a nonprofit, they 
act as a fiscal sponsor to various 
subprojects – such as NoPa Little 
Ones – a parents’ group that 
organizes monthly play dates 
which are fun for the kids, as 
well as for adults. By helping the 
merchants association get orga-
nized, create bylaws, and market 
themselves, they planted a seed 
for the popular Divisadero Art 
Walk, which is now run by the 
merchants, with marketing help 
from NOPNA. 

When a local resident, 
Dale Danley, set his sights on 
improving the Panhandle Park, 
NOPNA was more than willing 
to join forces with his group – 
the Panhandle Park Stewards. 
Gill, Danley and NOPNA board 
member, Jignesh Desai, created 
the “Panhandle Revitalization 
Proposal” and submitted it 
to the Recreation and Parks 
Department in September 
2010. The group worked to 

gain endorsements from neigh-
boring community groups; the 
SFPD Park Station; and from 
the District 5 Supervisor, Ross 
Mirikami. They also solicited 
contributions from landscape 
architects and designers, in 
addition to receiving pledges of 
financial and volunteer support 
from neighbors.

In December 2010, the city 
selected the plan for awarding 
a $100,000 grant. The money 
will be used to fix up the cen-
tral part of the Panhandle 
between Ashbury and Clayton. 
Improvements include fixing 
the irrigation and drainage sys-
tems; replanting grass; building 
a path to improve access to the 
Children’s Garden; seating walls 
and bike racks; and a completely 
new garden of plants, donated 
by the nearby Haight Ashbury 
Neighborhood Council – HANC 
– native plant nursery. 

The NOPNA proposal includ-
ed a pledge to raise funds and 
contribute volunteer hours. 
NOPNA is raising funds to meet 
the pledge. Approximately 20 
volunteers come out on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month to 
start working on improvements 
such as fixing paths and remov-
ing debris. 

“From firsthand experience, 
it is very satisfying to be able 
to affect and improve your own 
quality of life,” Gill stated. If you 
live in NoPa, there are tons of 
ways to get involved. Consider 
volunteering with the Park 
Stewards, or contact NOPNA for 
a variety of opportunities – from 
writing articles and helping dis-
tributing the newsletter, to help-
ing plan or work at events. If 
there is something you’d like to 
see happen in your community, 
NOPNA is the place to bring 
your ideas.”

Working hard to make the 
neighborhood a better place 
also includes making sure there 
are plenty of opportunities to 
socialize. NOPNA frequently 
organizes block parties, informal 
social gatherings and network-
ing events for neighbors to con-
nect with each other. The Grove 
Street Farmers Market was the 
brainchild of NOPNA members, 
and today it provides the perfect 
place to shop locally and meet 
the neighbors. 

Gill is excited and moti-
vated by the progress she has 
seen working with NOPNA. She 
declared, “A small group of peo-
ple can really make a change 
happen in your community. I 
think San Francisco is a great 
example of a city that allows 
that to happen. We are very 
fortunate to live in a city that 
encourages public engagement. 
We can really make things dif-
ferent here.”

INVITATION TO BID FOR GENERAL 
CONTRACTOR FOR RESTAURANT TI

San Francisco Housing Development is seeking quali-
fied general contractors to submit competitive bids for 
the tenant improvement of a full service new restaurant 
at its project at 4800 Third Street in the Bayview. 

Bid packages will be available Thursday, May 5. Bids 
are due by Thursday, May 26 at 2 p.m. A mandatory 
pre-bid walk-thru will be held at 4800 Third Street on 
Wednesday, May 11 at 9:30 a.m. 

For a copy of the Bid Invitation see the Web site 
at http://mission.sfgov.org/OCABidPublication/ or 
contact Katherine Williams at 4800Third@sfhdc.org 
415.822.1022. For updated information go to http://www.
sfhdc.org/index.php/page/4800_third_comm_ti_bid.
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By	Morgan	Davis

At the epicenter of Bayview’s 
emerging commercial corri-

dor, a vision exists of a children’s 
art education facility, a perfor-
mance space attracting a Bay 
Area audience, and a peaceful 
community center. The trans-
formation of the Bayview Opera 
House – renamed the BVOH/
Ruth Williams Memorial Theater 
in 1995 – requires completing 
many projects and securing 
much funding, but good works 
are underway. With the vigor of 
the BVOH team and the vision 
of Barbara Ockel, the interim 
managing director, the historic 
space will thrive.

BVOH is certainly closer 
to its future destination then 
to its 19th century past, when 
vaudeville performers amused 
audiences, and road companies 
arrived in horse-drawn carriages. 
The iconic Victorian building, 
with grand interiors and a cov-
ered veranda, occupies a block 
of Third Street between Oakdale 
and Newcomb. 

The gated perimeter boasts 
a tree-lined garden classroom 
space, an open air theater, con-
tainers of growing plants, and a 
fenced-in chicken coop providing 
a roost for three chickens. Only 
one chicken has a name: Charlie, 
a grey speckled hen. The chickens 
provide eggs for youth cooking 
classes, one of seven workshops 
offered by the BVOH after school 
and summer education program, 
along with gardening, music, 
break dancing, model making, 
painting and yoga. 

The BVOH summer program 
served 300 Bayview Hunters 
Point school-age children in 
2010. The 2011 summer pro-
grams start June 13 and run for 
eight weeks. Children sign up for 
particular classes, or join all day 
for a low fee. Children do not get 
turned away for lack of funds. 
Cooking is the most popular 
class. Students at first wanted 
to play with the chickens and 
dig in the dirt, and then they 
started actually growing things. 
A primitive cooking class – with 
children helping to chop the 
food – brings awareness to real 
food and how it grows. 

Many of the children are 
used to fast food and are hesitant 
to try unfamiliar dishes, such 
as brown rice and vegetables, 
although many eat because they 
are actually hungry. The morning 
of my visit, the children were at 
school, and chickens were poking 
around the coop as the sun was 
shining through a tree in the cor-
ner of the garden. A worker from 
Project 20 – a program allowing 
low income individuals to pay off 
parking tickets and traffic viola-
tions through community ser-
vice – was sweeping the premises, 

Revitalizing the Bayview Opera House - summer camps for youth

pushing leftover paper cups and 
debris into piles. 

Ockel first became involved 
as a persistent neighbor. She 
identified the Opera House as a 
perfect venue for her son’s music 
teacher, who taught jazz to 
youth, in hopes of keeping this 
cultural tradition alive. Attempts 
to reach the opera house, how-
ever, were not acknowledged. 

Ockel said, “I thought, I’m 
bringing them something that 
would be a good connection; 
why aren’t they returning my 
calls?” Determined to help, 
Ockel decided to contribute from 
the inside. She joined the board 
of directors and became the pro-
gram committee chair, realizing 
a vision of the opera house as 
a community center by orga-
nizing a celebration for Barack 
Obama’s inauguration, a historic 
moment for which many com-
munity members helped usher. 

As programming drew 
funding – BVOH is one of San 
Francisco’s six cultural centers 
funded by the San Francisco Arts 
Commission – she was asked to 
become interim director. “So I 
stepped in, and here I still am!” 
That was over two years ago.

Viewing the facilities 
through Ockel’s optimistic lens-
es, a flooring project funded by 
Save America’s Treasures has 
revived the interior of the opera 

house. “That used to 
be prime seating,” 
she said, pointing 
to office space con-
structed at the cen-
ter of the balcony. 

Ockel also fore-
sees a smaller struc-
ture to be built on 
the property for 
housing administra-
tive needs, as well 
as opening the bal-
cony in order to pro-
vide stellar views of 
performances, with 
higher ticket rev-
enues. She envisions 
that balcony restora-

tions will maintain the historic 
appearance of the opera house. 

Additionally, while a large 
outdoor stage provides space for 
performances, an exterior wall 
of the building that serves as 
the backdrop for the stage has 
had water damage and needs 
replacement. This will require 
that the entire outdoor stage be 
torn down and rebuilt – not an 
inexpensive project. 

When asked what other 
needs remain, Ockel mentioned 
expanding the board to include 
Bay Area professionals, such as 
lawyers, architects, engineers 
and landscape designers. “It 
would be great to have someone 
who could look at the property 
and say, ‘that tree is going to 
have issues with its roots coming 
through the concrete; here is the 
solution,’” Ockel said. 

In Ockel’s view, board par-
ticipation can help save con-
sultant and contractor fees; 
they welcome people who can 
introduce fundraising connec-
tions and politicians to their 
needs. Summer program volun-
teers are also needed in June, 
since funding sources such as 
the Mayor’s Youth Employment 
and Education Program, San 
Francisco’s Summer Youth 
Employment Program, and 
California Lawyers for the Arts 
volunteers do not start until July.

Neighborhood improve-
ments are also necessary for the 
BVOH revival. Current transpor-
tation is an impediment to desti-
nations such as the opera house. 
Muni is unreliable, and those 
who drive and park on the street 
fear vandalism. The parking lot 
has been chained off to prevent 
smoking and drinking in an area 
near children. 

Ockel believes that the more 
traffic that comes to the neigh-
borhood, the less that gangsters 
will be tolerated. She also hopes 
the acoustics and the signifi-
cance of the building will appeal 
to local and international tour-
ing performances, although 
they currently lack funds to pay 
for high-caliber acts. Without 
such talent, visitors from other 
neighborhoods will not come 
to BVOH, and those are the visi-
tors who are often the ones with 
funds and the political weight to 
effect change. 

Reflecting upon the overall 
progress of the neighborhood 
and the success of the opera 
house, Ockel remarked, “It goes 
hand in hand.”

Ockel thinks that invest-
ment in revitalization is a small 
price to pay for the reward of 
providing youth with cultural 
education. Ockel identified the 
critical community needs served 
by this education. Many of the 
children have seen trauma early 
in life, and she views many have 
post traumatic stress disorder, 
similar to that of soldiers return-
ing from Iraq. Some cope, while 
others have noticeably adverse 
reactions. 

These children largely come 
from single parent families; they 
have siblings in jail or involved 
with gang violence. Ockel wishes 
to offer more support, such as 
someone to provide therapy. She 
feels that with the right teachers, 
healing can be integrated with 
creative projects. Ockel praised 
the restorative work of the yoga 
classes. “During these workshops, 
the children are actually quiet,” 
she noted. “It is so important for 
them to be quiet, to know they 
can return to that space.” 

Spirit, persistence and opti-
mism buzz through the opera 
house at the pace of the students 
who create vibrant art and per-
formances; grand days ahead do 
not seem a far-off dream. See 
for yourself: The San Francisco 
Chamber Orchestra has held two 
performances at BVOH, and it 
is returning May 14 to pres-
ent “Voices from around the 
WORLD” at a special concert 
featuring Oakland youth. 

Learn more about summer 
programs, volunteering, and 
funding the dream at www.bvoh.
org, or visit the opera house at 
4705 Third Street.

Musical	interlude,	above,	and	training,	below,	during	summer	camp	at	the	
Bayview	Opera	House	-	Photo	by	Lindsey	Lutts,	courtesy	of	BVOH.org.
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in the country. Over the years, 
Grandmaster Tanaka’s students 
have traveled around the globe, 
forming new taiko ensembles 
and establishing taiko as an art 
form. The San Francisco Taiko 
Dojo still remains the most excit-
ing and dynamic taiko group in 
the world. 

Martial Arts
Each year, the Cherry 

Blossom Festival presents vari-
ous martial arts demonstrations 
to festival attendees. From tradi-
tional Shorinji Kenpo and aikido 
to the more modern Shintaido, 
festival attendees are able to view 
and compare different styles of 
the martial arts.

Japanese Animation
With the success of 

“Pokemon,” “Sailor Moon” and 
“Dragon Ball,” Japanese anima-
tion has made its mark on main-
stream culture in the United 
States. For the annual Anime 
Costume Parade, participants 
wore costumes of their favorite 
anime characters while march-
ing through the streets of San 
Francisco. At the Peace Plaza 
stage, I was able to see the win-
ners of the costume contest and 

also had an opportunity to take 
pictures with them.

Organized and developed by 
Japan Video and Media, Inc., 
the Anime Costume Parade has 
been a unique experience to the 
Cherry Blossom Festival. 

Taru Mikoshi
The Taru Mikoshi – a por-

table shrine – is an essential 
element in many Japanese festi-
vals. During festival processions, 
the Taru Mikoshi is carried on 
the shoulders of youths who are 
believed to temporarily possess 
the divine spirit. It is believed 
that the more they rock the Taru 
Mikoshi, thrusting it up and 
down, and moving it from one 
side of the street to the other, the 
more blessings will be bestowed 
upon the people.

2011 Kayo Parade
A highlight of the Cherry 

Blossom Festival was the Kayo 
Parade Show, with singers per-
forming traditional and contem-
porary Japanese music. The first 
half of the show showcased over 
35 local singers from throughout 
the Bay Area, as well as a Japanese 
classical dance performance by 
Nihon Minyo Buyo Renmei and 
Nihon Buyo Kiyonomoto Ryu.

ation has launched organiza-
tions to launch a Special Needs 
Initiative. This initiative is 
geared toward transforming syn-
agogues and organizations into 
environments in which every 
person, regardless of ability, has 
the opportunity to be included 
in the life of the Jewish commu-
nity, participating meaningfully 
in educational, social, cultural 
and spiritual programs.

New to these synagogues 
and organizations are immi-
grants coming every day to the 
Bay Area. Never leaving out any-
one in the Jewish community 
in need of assistance, the JCF 

helps these people 
as well, and wel-
comes them into 
the communities.

For instance, 
over 50,000 
Russian Jewish 
immigrants live in 
the Bay Area – all 
beneficiaries of the 
JCF. Educational 
programs that 
help families inte-
grate into their 
new communi-
ty, Jewish-based 
activities, and spe-
cial assistance for 

elderly immigrants in gaining 
their U.SS citizenship are all pro-
grams set up by the federation.

The Jewish Community 
Federation does much more for 
the Jewish people. Please visit 
www.jewishfed.org.

When asked the federation’s 
plans for the future, Senior 
Director of Marketing and 
Communications, Lori Warren, 
stated simply, “As we have for 
the past 100 years, we will con-
tinue to build a connected and 
enriched Jewish community 
locally, support pluralistic and 
democratic Israel, and sustain 
Jews in need around the world.”

Seniors	going	on	day	trip	-	Photo	courtesy	of	JCF.


