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Bridging San Francisco communities through nonprofit services

Fillmore Jazz Festival to Celebrate Spirit of ‘67
Although HaightAshbury is popularly
regarded as the epicenter of the Summer
of Love, the Fillmore
Merchants Association
executive director,
Vas Kiniris, noted
that the Fillmore supplied the movement’s
soundtrack.

Mark Bley, CEO, Dome
Construction, page 1

“When the kids
wanted to see music,
they all came to the
Fillmore,” Kiniris
said. “That’s where
they saw Jefferson
The Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, a 17-piece SF jazz band, will play its own musical compositions and
Airplane, the Grateful
arrangements on Saturday, July 1, at the California Street Stage from 2:30−4 p.m. Photo via www.electric- Dead, Janis Joplin.
squeezeboxorchestra.com.
The venues brought in
the people,” he added,
had
recently
passed
away,
such
as
By Brett Yates
referring
to
the
Fillmore Auditorium
Prince, David Bowie, and Ernestine
t’s that time of year again. During
and the Winterland Ballroom.
Anderson. For 2017, the theme is
the first weekend of July, the
“Summer of Love Revisited,” a comIt was up to Olaine — a jazz
extended block party known as the
memoration of the 50th anniversary
programmer at Lincoln Center
Fillmore Jazz Festival will — for the
of the nationwide hippie migration
who, before moving to New York
33rd consecutive summer — take
to San Francisco.
had booked artists for Yoshi’s on
over its eponymous neighborhood
Fillmore — to figure out how to
“I know it sounds kind of flowwith live music, arts and crafts, food
incorporate the psychedelic sounds
ery,” Artistic Director Jason Olaine
and dancing.
of 1967. That year saw the release of
acknowledged. “But when we were
“seminal albums” [in Olaine’s words]
With each year, the festival’s
booking the festival, the election had
by the Doors, Aretha Franklin, and
theme changes. The theme for 2016
just happened, and I was like, ‘Oh
the Who — plus the formation of
— “In Tribute” — encouraged artman, we need something to bring
ists to honor musical legends who
people together.’”
continued on page 12
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Urban Services YMCA launches E2E job corps program

Bayview, Circus Bella, page 7
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The YMCA is working with local area businesses in a program designed to obtain employment for
community youths. Call 415.963.4149 to learn more about the program, or go to https://www.
ymcasf.org/programs/empowerment-employment-e2e. Photo courtesy of Urban Services YMCA.

By Diane Dahlstadt

T

he San Francisco YMCA is kicking off a new program this sum-

mer, Empowerment to Employment
— E2E. The program aims to create

The Western Edition now
publishes quarterly. The next
issue will be in October 2017.
View the newspaper online,
www.thewesternedition.com

inroads to sustainable employment
for at-risk San Francisco youth, ages
18-24. Job opportunities will include
positions in construction, nonprofit
support, after school and social services support and hospitality.

The idea for this program began
several years ago during a discussion between the Senior Executive
Director, Evelyn Daskalakis, and Mark
Bley, CEO of Dome Construction.
Mark has been mentoring youth for
more than 20 years and has remained
in contact with one of the first boys
he met through the YMCA mentoring program. Mark says, “he had a
rough life,” but he thrived as a team
member of Dome Construction. Mark
recalls how the community at Dome

Construction gave his
mentee a solid support
system when his family was touched by gang
violence allowing him to
avoid the dark path that
many of his family members found themselves on
after the violence. After
years of mentoring, Mark
recognized the need to
help youth transition
into adulthood. The lack
of programs for youth
making that transition
was already on Evelyn’s
mind and the two began
to create the framework
for what would eventually become E2E.

Officially, E2E began to take
shape in February with the hiring
of Jennifer Salerno as the program
director. Jennifer, raised by a single
parent with a 9th grade education,
grew up in the Bay Area and says
she likes to think of E2E as a “program for at-risk youth, designed
by former at-risk youth.” The
team also includes Employment
Specialist, Kalen Cornelious. A num-

continued on page 8
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Bayview mentor Eason Ramson avows, “There’s a graduate in you!”
it. People care about you, you can
just tell the authenticity here.”

[Clockwise from Top]: Eason Ramson with students, L-R; Vereaye Louisville, Ignacio Ceja (Five Keys), Rahsaan Winchester
(Five Keys) and Jordan Aponte. Ramson with one of the trophys from his professional football career with the San Francisco
49'ers. Patricia Care Program Administrator Patrica Hinton with student Kevin Cobar and Ramson. Photos by Michael Orion
Powell Deschamps.

By Michael Orion Powell

B

ayview Hunters Point is a hectic part of San Francisco. Fast
food joints, restaurants, and murals
of black figures such as Malcolm
X and Nina Simone accommodate
large groups going in and out of
the shops and on and off mass
transit. Once inside the Bayview
YMCA, where Eason Ramson runs
his Center for Academic Re-entry
and Empowerment — CARE —
program, the atmosphere was less
packed, but the tension of the
outer world remained.
There was
awareness at the
YMCA of the
uncertain times
we face in history. The TV was
on in the waiting
room, with an
announcement of
Donald Trump’s
firing of FBI chief
James Comey
after
Comey
refused to swear
an oath of loyalty
to Trump, with pundits trading
insights upon the topic. Pamphlets
in the building included one for a
fundraiser event called “Parenting
in Uncertain Times: Talking to
Your Kids About Race.”
When I met with Ramson, he
seemed empathetic and put his
hand on mine several times while
talking and having an inescapable look of concern on his brow.
Ramson has been through it all —
a former National Football League
tight end, who developed a drug
habit that became a problem during his athletic years, and ending
up with one that literally cost him
$1,000 daily. This problem with
drugs would also potentially cost
him a prison term that could end
with life sentencing.
The interceding sworn testimony of a close friend and confidant, Bill Walsh, helped the judge
to reduce his sentencing down to
28 months probation. According

to Ramson, the judge leaned in
and said, “Mr. Ramson, get help.”
Ramson did just that, emerging from his drug habit and started
CARE. After the program was conceived by Ramson in 2008, CARE
has supported the completion of
high school for more than 400
high school dropouts. His main
goal is to “teach life skills and help
students build resiliency, so that
when they leave us and transition to regular school, they have
the skill set and knowledge to
endure the problems, personalities, anger that could come in the

way.” Ramson has described the
program as essentially “a truancy
abatement program in the form
of a school.”
Students in the CARE program
typically run from ages 14−17, and
the program works in tandem with
the San Francisco Unified School
District and Five Keys Charter
School to transfer in students that
are appropriate for the program.
According to Ramson, the relationship with Five Keys started
so that there would be a place for
students to go after completion
of the program when they still
had too few credits to complete
in a traditional environment. He
added that if the students are able
to complete all the prerequisites
of the program, they can obtain a
diploma within a month.

ing mental health issues. “When I
came out of treatment, my intention was to pay it forward. I had
been educated, but I didn’t know
what I wanted to do with it,” he
told me.
Ramson credits this situation with reorienting his life and
directing him toward educational
work. He first worked with truants
at the Ella Hill Hutch Community
Center — work he performed for
eight years. The YMCA project
arose when Jena Former — the
director at the Bayview YMCA in
the late 2000s — called and said
that she had acquired funding for
a program there.
Ramson talks of “meeting
students where they are” in two
facets — the first being looking at
the barriers that are there, including the home environment, and
how that impacts the progress of
the student. Ramson said that all
sorts of conditions ranging from
domestic violence to a lack of consistent housing or food could lead
to disorder in an educational environment. The second is a “skill set
assessment” meant to see what
the student is adept at doing, and
where they can go from there,
so that the student’s skills can
then be built up. The assessment
is meant to gather the student’s
math, reading and comprehension skills.

I met and talked with several
students while at the Bayview
YMCA. The students were engaging and appreciative of the learning environment which they had
joined. Kevin Corbar was 17 and
spoke of hoping to work in stocks
and investment. “Life takes you
places, you know. I was a great
student and life sometimes … bad
things happen,” he told me. “So I
got off track, and good people who
cared about me said, ‘This program is here.’ I was a great student
and my environment affected me.
Here I developed a work ethic, I
Before starting the program,
developed skills here. They have
Ramson was accepted at Walden
a Life Skills class that they teach.
House, a home for the homeless,
We go through instances of situadrug users, HIV-positive or suffertions and how you’d best handle
thewesternedition.com

Ramson said that Corbar was
so intent on making it through
the program that he would sometimes insist on staying at the
YMCA. Ramson firmly stated that
the structure for further achievement is mapped out. “We make a
map to graduation that identifies
their skills, strengths and challenges and show them how they
can overcome to the future. That
map of graduation also consists of
their academic requirement, we
give them two schools they can
transition to out of the program
so they get their choice.”
I spoke also with four other
students — three young men,
Jordan, Ignacio and Rahsaan,
along with one young woman,
Vereaye.
“I came from Sacramento
and wasn’t completing work and
I wanted to do better,” Jordan told
me. “It seemed like a good thing
to come here because there were
more opportunities here, like how
the credit system works.”

Ignacio, on the other hand,
said, “I came here because during high school I was truant and
didn’t get along with teachers,
which affected my grades. I’m
close to graduating and getting
my diploma.”
Rahsaan added that his situation was almost identical to
Ignacio’s but that, thanks to CARE,
he was on the verge of graduating
at Five Keys.
Vereaye added that she came
to CARE after her 10th grade year
at Downtown High School, adding
“It was hard there. I started to do
some of my work, I started to get
serious and completing my work.”
One recent event held by CARE
was a march by all the students
in which they presented businesses with a poster advertising
the program, which said “There’s
A Graduate in You.”
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the organization holds an event at
the Roxie Theatre in the Mission
District to showcase these hidden
filmmakers’ works. Filmmakers
participating compete for a series
of awards, including Best Short
Documentary, Best Surf/Skate
Video, Best Experimental Film,
and Best Comedic Film.

By Sam Felsing

Fillmore Jazz Festival
The 33rd Annual Fillmore Jazz
Festival — the largest free jazz festival on the West Coast — will run
this year July 1-2. Some 100,000
people are expected to attend the
festival, which is known for its
eclectic mix of arts and crafts,
gourmet foods and beverages, and
of course — jazz.
The Fillmore Jazz Festival
will take place on Fillmore Street
between Jackson and Eddy Streets.
It will start each day at 10 a.m.
and run until 6 p.m., rain or shine.
To learn more about the festival,
go to http://www.sresproductions.
com/events/fillmore-jazz-festival/

July 4th at PIER 39
While Pier 39 may seem to
be a tourist trap to most San
Franciscans, it does offer a great
venue to properly celebrate the
birth of the nation. This year,
the pier will once again host a
variety of activities and musical
performances on Independence
Day. The event will cap off at 9:30
p.m. with the traditional City &
County of San Francisco’s fireworks display on the bay.
Pier 39 officially turns 39
years old in 2017. To honor its
golden birthday, the pier’s managers have been throwing an event
every Friday since January to help
celebrate. Movie nights, 70s roller
disco parties, and beer and wine
pours have been among some of
the birthday celebrations. The
events will end 39 weeks after they
began, on October 14, the official
39th birthday of the pier.
To learn more about PIER 39’s
birthday celebration, as well as its
July 4 plans, go to https://www.
pier39.com/.

One of numerous groups participating in 2017 SF AIDS walk is Team Cannaibis.
Photo via Google.

suppression, with 75 percent of
newly diagnosed patients achieving such suppression within a year
of diagnosis, according to the
San Francisco AIDS Foundation.
Though obviously, there is
still more work to do. African
Americans, for instance, had 17
percent of all new diagnoses in
the city in 2015, while only being
6 percent of the population. That
is one of the reasons that events
such as the San Francisco AIDS
Walk are important.
Walkers participating in the
10k walk solicit monetary donations from friends, colleagues and
neighbors to help raise money
for dozens of local charities
that work to combat the disease
or support those living with it.
Charities include those such as
Project Open Hand — a group
that provides meals to critically
ill neighbors and seniors; or the
Positive Resource Center — which
provides benefits counseling and
employment services to those living with HIV and AIDS; or UCSF’s
Golden Compass — which provides comprehensive medical care
for seniors combating HIV/AIDS.
The 2017 San Francisco AIDS
Walk will take place on Sunday,
July 16. Similar to previous years,
the walk will begin and end in

Francisco Marathon surely has
views that are hard to beat.
Runners participating in the race
will pass through Haight-Ashbury,
Golden Gate Park, Crissy Field,
the Embarcadero and the Mission.
They will see sights such as Coit
Tower, AT&T Park and the Golden
Gate Bridge. It is the city’s natural
beauty that makes its marathon
unlike any other.

San Francisco Frozen
Film Festival
While it is easier than ever to
share important and innovative
content with the world, either
via YouTube, Facebook, Twitter or
other social media platform, it is
still not that easy to get attention
for the content. The San Francisco
Frozen Film Festival may be able
to partly remedy that problem.

Pier 39 Entrance Plaza via Google.

When it first came into people’s consciousnesses in the early
1980s, AIDS was widely considered
to be a death sentence. Now, 67
percent of all San Franciscans living with HIV have achieved viral

The San Francisco Frozen Film
Festival is a nonprofit organization
founded in 2006 that is dedicated
to highlighting and nurturing the
San Francisco Marathon
works of youth, independent filmWhile it may not seem as
makers, artists from underserved
prestigious as the Boston or
communities, as well as filmmakNew York marathons, the San
ers of conscience. Every summer,
thewesternedition.com
Golden Gate Park. Find out more
at https://sf.aidswalk.net/.

Past films shown at the festival have included “Circle of
Poison” in 2016, which highlights the world’s pesticide problem; “My Mom’s Motorcycle”
in 2015, which is a look at how
objects connect people, places
and ideas; as well as “Mindtrap”
in 2014, which follows a woman
as she wakes up on a cliff, paralyzed, with no memory of how
she ended up there.
The “Frozen” portion of festival’s name comes from Mark
Twain’s oft attributed quote, “The
coldest winter I ever spent was
a summer in San Francisco.” So,
even though the festival takes
place in the summer, the weather
can be quite cool.

The 2017 marathon will take
place on Sunday, July 23. Though
the title of the event indicates just
one race, the
San Francisco
Marathon is
actually multiple races in one.
Runners can
chose to participate in a 5k, one
of two half marathons, a full
marathon, or an
ultramarathon,
which involves
running the
full marathon Screen shot from “Keep the Change” running at the Castro
course twice. on July 20. Image via Google.
All the races,
except for the second half maraThe 2017 festival will be held
thon, start at Mission Street and
July 20−23. Learn more at www.
the Embarcadero. The second
frozenfilmfestival.com
half marathon begins at John F.
Kennedy Drive and 47th Street.
San Francisco Jewish
To find race start times and
other information, visit http://
www.thesfmarathon.com/.

San Francisco AIDS Walk

3

Film Festival
The 37th San Francisco Jewish
Film Festival will take place this
year July 20−August 6. The festival
is presented by the Jewish Film
Institute, and it is the largest and
longest running film festival of its
kind to focus on films and media
that explore the complexities of
Jewish life. Though the title may
suggest the festival takes place
entirely in the city, the festival is
actually spread out across theaters
in Albany, Palo Alto, San Rafael
and Oakland. The Castro Theatre
will host the opening night ceremonies, where “Keep the Change”
— a romantic comedy about two
adults on the autistic spectrum
— will be the first movie to play.
More information about the
festival can be found at http://jfi.
org/film-festival/sfjff37/.
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Cityteam helps those down and out in SF to get back on their feet
lowing a model developed by
Alcoholics Anonymous, Venable
said.
At the time of the flood,
ten senior residents were in the
final stages of their recovery. Six
individuals stayed in Oakland
to complete the program’s job
search requirement, while the
others headed to the Santa Cruz
Mountains where Cityteam maintains a vast 178-acre camp retreat
— Camp May Mac.
This move presented a new
set of challenges and opportunities. Instead of participating and/
or completing the program in the
city, residents were camping out
in cabins for the next six weeks
before resettling in Oakland or
San Jose, according to Zingkhai.

[Above]: Podium photo with Jonathan Zingkhai (R) and speaker Chad Chapman
(L), a graduate of from Cityteam's Live-In Recovery Program. [Below]: Foot cleaning: Zingkhai administers foot cleaning services at a Project Homeless Connect
event March 22, 2017 at the Bill Graham Civic Auditorium. Photos courtesy of
Cityteam.

By Jeffery Mendenhall

C

ityteam International is a
local faith-based nonprofit
that offers a range of services to
individuals facing poverty, homelessness, and substance abuse.
Established in 1957, Cityteam
serves the San Francisco, Oakland,
and San Jose communities with a
men’s live-in recovery program,
a learning center, limited transitional housing, and a dining hall.
Further services offered include
foot care, showers, and clothing.
The programs offered by
Cityteam provide an array of
benefits to those seeking help,
according to Director Eric Venable.
These include mentorship, skillbuilding, ownership, a sense of
normality, one-on-one attention,
autonomy and a sense of control.
In early December 2016, a
flood uprooted the Cityteam facility at 164 6th St. in San Francisco.
The severity of the flood caused
the facility to be completely gutted, but Cityteam continued to
serve the homeless despite the
facilities closure.
In early June, the facility
reopened. In the intervening
period, Cityteam San Francisco
Staff set up operations predominantly in their Oakland and San
Jose facilities.
“Cityteam is a great blessing
to our folks here on 6th Street,
and we're extremely motivated
to see them get back on their feet
ASAP,” Pastor Jonathan Wilkins of
City Life Church said. “Our community desperately needs them!”
Local churches — such as
City Life and Outpost Church —
have an enduring relationship

with Cityteam. Wilkins said that
Cityteam also has an enduring
relationship with the community. Along with Cityteam, others
enrolled in the nonprofit's services
remained resilient through all the
difficulties surrounding the flood.
According to Venable, the
normal attrition rate for individuals in the live-in recovery program
is greater than it was during the
time the facility in San Francisco
was closed.
Venable credits a strong resilience in the face of adversity to
each individual seeking assistance
during that time. Only one person
ended up dropping out of the livein recovery program.
Venable said that during this
exodus Cityteam was limited
in what it could offer, since its
facility was closed. For example,
meals had normally been served
Tuesday through Friday at 6 p.m.,
on Saturday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
and on Sunday at 7 a.m. in their
dining hall.

Five individuals managed to
stay in San Francisco with the
help of partners, such as Outpost
Church. Despite the change in
scenery, the program these 19
individuals signed up for remained
the same.
Recent live-in recovery graduate Eric Norton, originally from
Tennessee, said that he had no
trouble adjusting to the new environment. He remarked that those
from San Francisco had a more
challenging time, but that everyone pulled together.
Clients learn responsibility,
leadership, and stewardship by
working at the mission in the
live-in recovery program. Those
going through the program are
tasked with maintaining the
facility, along with daily chores.
Senior residents help mentor new
individuals entering the program,
according to Norton.
After completing the program,
aftercare is offered, which continues to provide a structure for
graduates. In this, supportive lifeskills coaching are emphasized,

nine months or for a full year. In
2017, Zingkhai said there have
been two graduations, including
the nonprofit’s 30th. Ten individuals graduated on February 18,
and five graduated on June 17.
These graduations took place
at a partner institution — City
Life Church. The next graduation
is slated for September. Zingkhai
said City Life Church also helps
with special events, in addition to
providing teachers for some of the
classes and mentoring programs.
Residents such as Norton
had just decorated for the annual
Christmas dinner for the homeless before the December flooding.
Norton recalled the morning of
the flood.
Early in the morning, Norton
said he was awakened by water
hitting his window. His room was
right underneath where a firehydrant — apparently struck by
a vehicle — was spewing.
Norton said that within minutes, the situation became chaotic.
He said that House Manager Doug
Hopkins reassured the nervous
residents that everyone would
be taken care of as the facility
continued to flood. Norton said
that everyone realized that they
wouldn’t be able to stay.
Fortunately for Cityteam’s 26
residents, neighboring Outpost
Church opened its doors, offering a place for them to hang out
until they were relocated to the
Cityteam facility in Oakland.
They stayed in Oakland for the
first week after the flood before
being relocated.
Norton is currently pursuing his certification to become a
drug and alcohol counselor. In
so doing, he plans to work as a
Cityteam intern for six months.
His goal is to help fellow veterans.
He had moved to San Francisco in

Volunteers from neighboring churches, along with other
Cityteam partners, were enlisted
to carry on the tradition of providing sack lunches on Saturdays
to the area’s homeless, sick, and
isolated, according to Jonathan
Zingkhai, the Recovery and Rescue
program manager. He said many
of these individuals are housed in
hotels and single-occupancy units
in the neighborhood.
helping clients to avoid relapsOpen to 17 men at a time,
ing. Career enhancement classes
individuals seeking assistance
are designed to help men find
in the 12-step live-in recovery
employment after completion of
program must show up clean
the program.
and sober to apply, according to
Those enrolled in the live-in
Venable. The program is highly
recovery
program stay for either
structured and faith-based, folthewesternedition.com

2010 after completing his military
service.
Similar to others, in the
months leading up to his graduation, Norton looked to the future,

continued on page 5
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Consumer Action provides financial education to local residents
tance, and those who need to
be educated on how to use their
money wisely.
Serving so many individuals
can include a wide range of those
with a lack of English-speaking
skills. There is so much
diversity, especially in
San Francisco, that it has
become a work in progress. Luckily, they have
interpreters such as Jaimie
Woo, a Consumer Action
community outreach
manager.

[Above:] Community Outreach Manager Nelson Santiago with Director Linda
Sherry. [Right]: Jamie Woo in media interview and with Consumer Action poster
display. Photos courtesy of Consumer Action.

By Veronica Felipe

C

onsumer Action started in San
Francisco in 1971 — growing
to national prominence, but being
mostly based in San Francisco —
the organization helps people with
financial assistance, including
those with limited English skills.
Services are offered in Spanish,
Vietnamese, Korean and other
languages.
Outreach workers cater to the
community at large. The types of
issues for which persons receive
help from Consumer Action
includes things as internet training
and common financial complaint
issues. This organization has three
main offices in San Francisco, Los
Angeles and Washington DC, but
also has remote workers as well.
Director Linda Sherry spoke
about how Consumer Action helps
low-to-moderate income households. She stated during her interview, ‘Limited English-speaking
people can reach out to Consumer
Action for help. It is organized
for low-income people by helping
them boost their credit. They also
help others gain more grant programs that function as a result of
the constitution of extra money.”
If you view the Consumer Action

website, you can find those further
resources Sherry mentioned, such
as newsletters — and most importantly, class-action listings which
help the public claim money that
is due them.
Publications and other
resources include community
outreach. Overall, Consumer
Action seems to be doing well for
the community. While speaking
with the Community Outreach
Manager Nelson Santiago, a
noticeable sense of pride for the
organization was evident.
Santiago explained the training programs on different educational modules — such as those in
Pittsburgh. He stated, “We work
around there with over 30 nonprofit government organizations,
talking about debt collection and
using educational materials.”
Santiago noted that many
training services are offered,
especially in Florida, Texas, New
Jersey, New York and Detroit.
He emphasized that they reach
people nationwide — which can
seem rather amazing, since there
is so much detailed involvement
in the economic assistance of the
general public, and by reaching
out to those who need the assis-

to gain needed assistance, but they
purposely make themselves available for anyone in need to reach
them. The staff can be reached by
phone, email, text, video chat, or
even by mail.

Woo is mainly a
Chinese translator who
enjoys helping those
immigrants from their
native country to Northern
California. Mostly based
in San Francisco, she helps
Chinese immigrants with
job training and job readiness.
As Woo explained during her interview, “After
six years with consumer
action as a translator, I did
community outreach at
senior centers to conduct
workshops. I also speak
to the Chinese media. I
also help the seniors with
alerts that are related to
scams.” While working at
the senior centers, Woo
helps the Chinese senior
citizens with writing in English,
since it is so hard for Chinese
seniors to write in English. Similar
to any other language, it takes
time to pick up a new language,
which can be frustrating, but can
also be a learning experience.
There is much to learn about
Consumer Action. By speaking to
Sherry, Santiago and Woo, you
can get a sense of where they are
coming from and how Consumer
Action benefits the community
and gives a lesson about working
with diverse minorities.
Not only does the staff not
pressure individuals from lowincome or diverse backgrounds

This organization has done a
great deal for the people of San
Francisco and beyond. Consumer
Action is here to save the day and
help those who are desperate for
this type of assistance. The organization has fantastic workers
and good accreditation. Traces of
gratitude and discovery abound,
whether this is in its publications
or in the many outreach endeavors. This is a nonprofit organization that deserves recognition for
many reasons. You can check out
the website at www.consumeraction.org/. The San Francisco
consumer complaint hotline is
415.777.9635.

Cityteam continued from page 4
attending job fairs and conducting job searches. He said that the
program helped him to not only
get back on his feet, but that it
reestablished the skills necessary
for him to help himself. Now he
is set to help others.

nerships to support its

Graduates from the live-in
recovery program, as well as the
chronically homeless, may be eligible for transitional shelter at the
facility. Space is limited to 10 men
at the transitional shelter. Clients
must be enrolled in school, working or looking for a job in order
to qualify.

Zingkhai said race entry

Cityteam relies primarily on
donations, fundraisers, and part-

https://www.cityteam. Group of graduates, peers, and Cityteam staff assemble during the February 18 graduation

initiatives, according to
Zingkhai. One recent
fundraiser included the
One Mile Bang Run in
Los Gatos in late June.
fees directly helped
Cityteam San Jose to
fulfill its mission in all
its programs.
More information
about Cityteam can be
found on its website,
org/san-francisco/.

ceremonies at City Life Church. Photo courtesy of Cityteam.

thewesternedition.com
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The scoop on summer ice cream — a Neighborhood News feature
who has been personally serving up ice
cream to generations
in the Fillmore community for over 25
years.Open 9 a.m. to
8 p.m. every day.

By Laurie MacDougall

I

ce cream has been around
for hundreds of years, but in
recent years the famous Bay Area
creativity and entrepreneurship
has turned to rethinking this old
favorite. Ice cream is currently
available in wild new forms and
an explosion of exotic flavors.
This delicious trend expresses
itself in different ways in each
neighborhood covered by The
Western Edition. Each features
its own enterprising approach to
summer’s favorite taste treat, but
why choose? Check them all out!

Alamo Square
Bi-Rite Creamery, 550 Divisadero
St.
The Bi-Rite Market in Alamo
Square features its own ice cream,
handcrafted in small batches right
here in San Francisco, and sold
by the scoop, as well as frozen to
take home. Bi-Rite was the first ice
cream shop in San Francisco to use
Straus Family Creamery organic
dairy, and their flavors rarely have
more than five ingredients, most
of which are organic and locallysourced.

Hayes Valley

Bayview Hunters Point
Ben and Jerry’s Catering,
415.263.7233
Remember the old-fashioned
ice cream truck? Here’s a sleek,
updated version, an ice cream
truck that features every Ben and
Jerry’s ice cream flavor under the
sun. It is almost as if ice cream and
food trucks had a baby, and now
ice cream comes to you again. This
is a tasty idea to add fun to a birthday party, picnic, family reunion,
wedding, or corporate event. Trust
Bayview to come up with a new
twist on an old favorite.
Ben and Jerry’s has always
been known for its unusual flavors and amusing names. Cherry
Garcia is still the most requested
flavor in the Bay Area, but Totally
Baked is creeping up on it in
popularity. Have you tried Truffle
Kerfuffle? Or the newest flavor,
Bob Marley’s One Love — packed
full of fudge peace signs? This is
your chance, and your guests will
thank you.

Fillmore
Miyako Old Fashion Ice Cream,
1470 Fillmore
Miyako’s claim to fame is that
it serves up an astonishing 100+
flavors. You read that correctly
— 100+! And this is all the more
astounding when you enter and
find a snug little mom-and-pop
ice cream parlor that measures
500 square feet, total. The variety makes it very hard to decide
among the selection of classics
and obscure flavors from highend brands offered by other local
ice creameries. Best-selling flavors
are local favorites, caramel praline
and peanut butter chocolate.

But the big news is that the
variety and ingenuity of the flavors are to die for, and the menu
changes daily — that’s how fresh
it is. The biggest seller is Salted
Caramel, but be sure to ask for a
taste of things such as Balsamic
Strawberry, or Cream Cheese
Carrot Cake, or Milk Chocolate
Peanut Butter with Fudge and
Chocolate Peanut Candies, if
they’re on offer the day you’re
there. The scoop shop is inside
the Bi-Right Market, open 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. daily.

not crumble when you’re eating
your ice cream.

Customer service is the other
reason to seek out this tiny neighborhood gem. Come in and say
“hi” to the owner, Mr. Bennett,

Smitten Ice Cream,
432 Octavia
Smitten is located
in a converted shipping container on Patricia’s Green,
smack in the middle of Hayes
Valley, and makes ice cream so
creamy and smooth it makes
grown men weep with joy. It’s
churned to order, just for you, on
the spot, using patented churns
powered by liquid nitrogen.

If the cute taiyaki cone is not
for you, Uji Time also serves a wide
variety of mochi ice cream, which
is ice cream-filled mochi balls.
Among the dozens of unusual flavors, you’ll find Raspberry with
White Chocolate Chips, Lychee
Colada, or Ginger Zing. Hours are
3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

NoPa

Liquid nitrogen is the secret
to the texture. The freezing at
lower temperatures [-321 degrees
F] creates infinitesimally small
ice crystals resulting in unparalleled creaminess, and because it’s
custom-made before your eyes,
there is no need for stabilizers or
additives to prolong its shelf life. It
is pure, unadulterated, old-timey
ice cream. The best-selling flavor,
by far, is Tcho 60.5% Chocolate.
However, you might also like
Honey Thyme, or Earl Grey with
Milk Chocolate Chips. Hours are
noon to 10 p.m., every day except
weekends, when Smitten closes
at 11 p.m.

Powder Shaved Snow, 260
Divisadero St.
Powder Shaved Snow is just
two blocks south of the official
demarcation line of NoPa, but
definitely within the boundaries
of the Western Addition. So, not
exactly NoPa, but close enough, if
you love unusual ice cream concoctions. Powder Shaved Snow is
a petite sweet shop — even more
petite than Miyako — serving
Taiwanese shaved ice with organic
ingredients and creative toppings.

Japantown
Uji Time, Japantown’s Peace
Plaza East
Uji Time has a unique idea: to
adapt a traditional Japanese desert called taiyaki and take it to
another level. The fish-shaped ice
cream cones are
irresistible, particularly when
stuffed to the
gills with unique
flavors of soft
serve ice cream,
such as best-seller
Black Sesame, or
Matcha. The taiyaki cone is similar to a waffle
cone, but not as
sweet, and it does

thewesternedition.com

Powder Shaved Snow flavors
are curated from around the world
— for example, Black Sesame or
Horchata — frozen into flavorbacked ice blocks, then shavedto-order into light fluffy ribbons
of creamy goodness. The delicious
ribbons can then be topped with
a wide variety of unusual candies, even cereal. Black Sesame
is a huge favorite, but two new
flavors, Cereal Snow and Killer
Cereal Snow, are creeping up in
popularity. Hours are noon to 10
p.m., Tuesday through Sunday.
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face painting, interactive games,
and all sorts of fun for the entire
family. The event is hosted by the
busy Bayview Opera House, and is
held at NOW Hunters Point, the
site of the former PG&E power
plant, adjacent to Heron’s Head
Park, at the corner of Jennings and
Cargo Way. For more information,
call the Bayview Opera House at
415.824.0386, or visit the website
at www.bvoh.org.

By Laurie MacDougall

Alamo Square
Alamo Square Park re-opens
after a year of renovations
At a total cost of $5,318,000
from grants and municipal bonds,
the park looks splendid, and now
has the infrastructure to keep it
looking like the crown jewel that
it is. Improvements include: new
all-gender restrooms; new sod
lawn areas; and “smart” weatherbased irrigation system that will
reduce water use by over 3 million
gallons per year. Bring a sandwich,
a friend, a dog, and relax on the
new “no-mow” grass. You’ll love
it!
Weekly Alamo Square playgroup, every Tuesday, 10−12 noon
The playgroup is back, now
that the park is open. Families
with infants and toddlers from
newborns to 3-year-olds gather
weekly for this regular playdate.
Come make new friends, and connect with old ones. All are welcome to join. The playgroup is
held at the playground in Alamo
Square Park, just west of Steiner
and Grove. Learn more by contacting playgroups@alamosq.org.

chapter in jazz history and the
African American experience on
the West Coast, featuring nearly 60
rare archival photographs of the
Fillmore at its height. The exhibition is on view at the AAACC, 762
Fulton St. [See the Fillmore section
below for additional information
about the whole project.]

Bayview Hunters Point

Bayview
Hunters
Point
Community Legal — an award-winning and ambitious young nonprofit
— is changing lives by pioneering
universal access to civil justice for the
entire community, at no cost.
BHPCL is out to change how
the law works — or doesn’t — in
Bayview. Do you out know someone with a civil — meaning noncriminal — legal problem, but
no money? BHPCL tries to cover
community legal needs, such as
fighting an eviction, or a family
custody dispute, or wills and probate law, so everyone can obtain
legal representation, even if they
have no money. To learn more

“Harlem of the West Project,”
documenting the Fillmore Jazz Era,
includes an exhibit and an interactive website where neighbors can
share memories to enrich the historical record, through August 31, free
If you are interested in the history of the Fillmore Jazz District or
jazz itself, you will want to participate in this volunteer-run project.
One part is a photo exhibition,
at the African American Art and
Culture Complex through August

First Friday Line Dancing Party,
July 7, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. $5 cover
charge that includes snacks
Ease on down to the bash the
Bayview Opera House throws on
the first Friday of each month, featuring Ramona Pam, who teaches
a line dance lesson from 6 p.m.
to 7 p.m., and DJ Dr. Rhoss, who
spins the discs for the dance party
that follows, from 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. The event takes place at the
newly renovated Bayview Opera
House, 4705 3rd Ave. For more
information, check out the BVOH
website at www.bvoh.org.
Circus Bella and the Prescott
Family Circus, Sunday, July 30 from
12 noon to 5 p.m., at NOW Hunters
Point, free admission
They’re back! Circus Bella’s
open air 1-ring circus features
trapeze artists, rope walkers, jug-

about this thriving new model for
assuring justice for all — take a
tour, volunteer [All sorts of skills,
including non-legal ones are
invaluable], or sponsor a case [a
unique way to crowdfund your
neighbors most in need of help.
Visit the informative website at
www.bhpcommunitylegal.org, or
call 415.735.4124. You can drop
by the offices at 4622 3rd St.

Fillmore

Free photo exhibit about the
heyday of the Fillmore Jazz District,
through August 31, Monday through
Saturday, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00
p.m., at the African American Art
and Cultural Center
“The Harlem of the West SF
Project” is a book, website and
photographic exhibit that celebrates the bustling Fillmore jazz
era of the 1940s and 1950s. The
exhibition chronicles a unique

up worlds in our backyard.
Through Native American stories
and games, discover the animals
and medicinal uses of California
plants that live in the magical
Marin Headlands. Explore the
Point Bonita Lighthouse, the
third lighthouse built on the
West Coast. Register today for
this free field trip, transportation
provided by the National Park
Service Community Shuttle. To
learn more, call 415.355.5727.
Participants will meet in the
Western Addition Branch general floor area at the library, 1550
Scott St.

Salsa Festival on Fillmore,
Fillmore Center Plaza, Friday, July
14, and Saturday, July 15, 5:00 p.m.
to 10:00 p.m., free admission
Once again in 2017, Fillmore
throws its own Salsa Festival for
the community. Come early, stay
late. Salsa lessons each night, followed by a dance party under the
stars! Meet your neighbors and
enjoy the live music! For more
information, visit the website at
www.salsafestivalfillmore.com.

glers, contortionists, clowns and
more, set to an original score performed by live musicians. Joining
Circus Bella is the Prescott Family
Free field trip to the Marin
Circus, a youth development/
Headlands, Saturday, July 8, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., cosponsored by the
performing arts program based
Western Addition branch of the S.F.
in West Oakland. In addition to
Public Library and the National Park
the performances, splurge on food
Service
and refreshments at the Bayview
Lead by a National Park
Underground Pop-Up Market, and
Ranger, this field trip will open
enjoy free arts activities, games,
thewesternedition.com

31. [For more information about
the photo exhibit, see the Alamo
Square section above.] The second part is an extensive interactive website that provides a platform for the Fillmore's musicians,
nightclub owners and residents of
the 1940s and 1950s to tell the
neighborhood’s history in their
own words, as well as featuring
rarely seen photographs and memorabilia. Project organizers hope
that community members will
contribute to the website, keeping it alive, relevant, and growing.
Please email project organizers at
www.harlemofthewestsf.com if
you have a story to tell, photographs to share, or can identify
anyone in the photographs after
you have visited the exhibit.

Hayes Valley
Free Veterans Resource Center,
reserved for the exclusive use of veterans, open Monday through Friday
from noon to 5:00 p.m., at the San
Francisco Main Library
The drop-in Veterans Resource
Center — VRC — is a lovely, lightfilled space staffed by trained volunteers who provide information
about veteran’s benefits, resources,

continued on page 11
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YMCA E2E program continued from page 1

Midgett's Corner

LIFE!

By Midgett

[Above]: Dome Construction CEO Mark Bley leads a training class. Photo courtesy of Jackson@domebuilds.com. [Below]: E2E Program Director Jennifer Salerno
speaks with Employment Specialist Kalen Cornelious. Photo by Michael Orion
Powell Deschamps.

ber of local employers, including Dome Construction, Golden
State Lumber, Excelsior Family
Connections and Mixt have also
signed up to support the program
by offering job placements for participants of E2E.
The program will include one
group of 15 youths this summer,
with the cohort beginning on July
11. There are plans for two groups
to participate next summer, with
E2E growing into a year-round service in the next few years.
The program offers three
forms of support to participants:
comprehensive employment
training, professional mentorship
and job placement. After completing an interview process and
being accepted into the program,
participants complete 6 weeks of
professional development training. This requires attendance to 2

training sessions per week lasting
2 hours. Training will focus on the
development of soft skills, selfempowerment and how to maintain long-term employment. Once
this training is complete participants will be given a $400 stipend.
After training is complete, participant’s head to work. During the
interview process the interests and
overall career goals of the youth
are discussed. Placements will be
based on those career goals. Each
youth will be placed in a job for
a minimum of six months, some
positions last up to 10 months.
They are expected to work 20-24
hours per week and will earn a
minimum of $14 an hour.
During the first six weeks of
employment, participants are
required to attend weekly professional support meetings. The
model for this program is support.

The program aims to “create pathways to sustainable employment,
teach the skills needed to succeed
in the immediate placement and
beyond,” says Jennifer. Trainings
will help to develop soft skills, but
basic necessities of employment,
such as transportation, resume
development and appropriate
clothing, will be offered as well.
Mark, as CEO of Dome
Construction is supporting the
program through the first summer
in order to “get this thing off the
ground.” He believes that this program will offer participants “exposure to what it takes to become
successful.” He is not only offering
financial support to the program,
he also has two summer positions
for E2E participants. Jennifer and
the team are working to secure
grants, as well as additional corporate sponsorships in order to create a financially stable
and self-supported
program.

Are you living your
life — or your partner’s,
grandchildren’s, or children’s lives? With your
career a passion: that
you love? Possibly, your
manager or boss, are
they consuming your
time?
I am 80 years old and still living a fun-filled life, so far. I can
voice those words. I have made
some choices that have put me in
a good place in my life. When I
write the column, I share my life
and hope some of my experiences
can help you to jump start yours
without too much insanity. (Smile
or grin).
Your partner: On the negative
side, I knew a schoolteacher who
paid her husband’s tuition to law
school; when he finished, he left
her for the secretary.
My mother said, “If you want
something bad enough, you will
earn it. “I returned to college,
worked, raised my children and
received my degree when I was
50 years old. I did take a 10-year
hiatus.
Have you chosen to participate in activities without your
partner? My friends and activi-

"Although I have
had jobs for 60
years, my career has
been in lecturing
and writing for more
than 27 years. "

A majority of
the youth that will
be participating in
the first cohort have
already been through
the interview process
and are preparing for
the start of the proties are what keep me stimulated.
gram. For the first
Grandchildren: I read in this
season, recruits have
month’s AARP, a senior magazine,
come largely from San Francisco
that a staggering number of grandhigh schools and other CBO’s
parents will babysit or raise their
with a similar mission stategrandchildren. I am not in those
ment. Recruitment will expand
statistics, because although I love
to City College of San Francisco
my grandchildren and fortunate
in the fall. Charles White, a 2017
to enjoy them when they were
graduate of Ida B Wells continualittle people, they are all grown,
tion school, is looking forward to
and I can watch them from afar.
participating. After taking part in
Since this grandmother — me
after school programs sponsored
— works every day, writes three
by YMCA throughout much of his
monthly columns, a blog, and is
life, he hopes his time with E2E
author of two books with another
will be “a new learning experiin its draft stages, my grandchildren and great-grandchildren call
ence, something I can take with
for an appointment.
me” while working towards his
ultimate career goal of becomChildren: I had thought about
ing a child therapist. As part of
purchasing a home when the chilE2E, Charles will share his newly
dren were young. I became too
acquired skills as an employee
busy. Lucky for me, a good deciof the San Francisco YMCA after
sion was made during that time,
school programs. After the sumwhen I lived in a 7-room flat for
mer Charles will head to San
10 years. One of my family memFrancisco City College, with plans
bers would need a place to stay
of transferring to New York or Los
periodically. That situation would
be in-and-out drama with her
Angeles to finish his degree.
thewesternedition.com

family/children. When
I moved into my 1-bedroom apartment, there
was no room for extra
people. Why? My space
is small, and enough for
me. I also learned to say
“No!”
Career: Do you now,
or did you have one in the past?
Although I have had jobs for 60
years, my career has been in lecturing and writing for more than
27 years. These have been my passions, which brings me joy.
Do you work hard to make
your boss or manager look good?
Are you appreciated? I met a
woman in the Laundromat eight
years ago; she was always on her
cell phone. We struck up a conversation. It turned out she was
talking to her boss. Also, I had met
her husband. I suggested to her
that she needed to use a time clock
for her work on weekends when
typing her work. Her husband said
he has been trying to get her to
relax on weekends.
I went to the laundromat on
the same day for years. Then I
changed my days. I saw her again
years later. She told me her husband was sick, and she had to care
for him. She has no time to talk
to her boss on weekends. I tried
to explain to her that time will
get away from her. Sometimes
we give, but do not always get
rewarded on the job.
Do you put others before
yourself? A man’s life is a single
statement, according to Howard
Thurman, a minister from 18991981.
How would you describe yourself? Myself? I’m a friendly, caring
woman.
I am on YouTube, “Host
for older women’s issues,” at
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=kA9HwhKY40U.
I can also be contacted at midgettsf@aol.com. My blog is on a simple site, www.Midgettscorner.com.
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Edutopia — George Lucas’s Vision for the Future of Education
By Danielle Owen

E

dutopia — a division of the
George Lucas Educational
Foundation — is a nonprofit web
community focused on improving K-12 education by sharing evidence-based, practical approaches
to teaching and learning.
The foundation’s primary
goal is to help educators implement strategies to enhance student engagement. Their aim is to
encourage a focus on important
— but often ignored — classroom
topics that include critical thinking and social/emotional learning.
A desire to incorporate new
technology and to utilize it to
enhance learning was a driving
factor for George Lucas in starting
the foundation. And it remains
a significant part of Edutopia’s
efforts today.
So what is Edutopia?
According to the website at
www.edutopia.org/, the organization is “… a world of creativity, inspiration and ambition
informed by real-world evidence
and experience. It’s a world where
students become lifelong learners
and develop 21st-century skills.
It’s a world where innovation is
the rule, not the exception.”

[Above]"Students of a middle school in Michigan participating in placed-based learning advocated by Edutopia. Photo via
www.edutopia.org/article/photos-look-inside-grand-rapids-museum-school.[Below, right]: Lucas with students in Edutoia
learning session; and [Below, left], students attending Kendall College of Art and Design — part of the school’s network of
partners — work on a design-thinking challenge. Photos via Edutopia.com.

or anyone interested in the trajectory of educational practices.

to be a helpful resource,” Perkins
said.

Lively, productive conversations and helpful debates are
sparked across the community discussion boards, and the articles
published by Edutopia are largely
shared across the web thousands
of times over.

Blair Kurland, a first-year fifth
grade teacher in Tolleson, Arizona,
also uses Edutopia to guide her
teaching.

The team behind Edutopia has
developed several core strategies

“I have really enjoyed articles that have been posted about
education in different countries.
There are some amazing ideas that
the United States should really
be aware of for the public school
system.” Kurland said.
Edutopia works in conjunction with a sister branch of
the George Lucas Educational
Foundation: Lucas Education
Research.

book that included essays from
experts on the evolution of learning.
Today, videos are still an
important part of the foundation’s
efforts to spread beneficial information to the public.
The Videos section is prominently featured on the website,
where a wealth of short, informative videos is available.
Virmared Santiago, a high
school teacher in Miami, Florida,
who has been utilizing Edutopia
for about six years, particularly
enjoys the videos.

Lucas Education Research
provides the evidence base that
Edutopia relies on to share proven
and effective methods of education — noted on the site as work
that is “currently focused on the
study of a model for rigorous
Project-Based Learning (PBL).”

In 2010, Edutopia blossomed
into the online community and
resource center for educators
around the world that it is today.
They quickly amassed a large following and have since seen exponential growth.
Edutopia is a comprehensive online resource that shares
and celebrates evidence-based
approaches; ones that have been
proven effective in real world
classrooms.
Anyone interested can visit
the Edutopia website and browse
through a massive collection of
content. Search by grade, subject,
or by a wide range of topics, ranging from ‘Social Media’ to ‘Coding
in the Classroom’.
Resources are available on the
website for teachers of all levels,
administrators, parents, students,

which they believe are vital to the
global improvement of education.
According to the website, these
strategies include: Comprehensive
Assessment, Integrated Studies,
Project-based Learning, Social
and Emotional Learning, Teacher
Development and Technology
Integration.
Jennifer Perkins, a 4th Grade
teacher in Napa, California,
starts her classroom days with
Community Circles: a morning
routine focused on the communication and listening skills key
to healthy relationships. She uses
questions and prompts she discovered through Community Circle
articles on Edutopia’s website.

The nonprofit foundation,
brainchild of George Lucas, is currently celebrating its 25th anniversary.
According to the website,
Lucas started the foundation in
1991 in hopes of improving upon
what he found to be a boring educational upbringing that left him
disengaged and unmotivated to
learn.
Throughout the 1990’s, the
foundation originally focused
efforts upon filmmaking in order
to disseminate information across
the country about what was working best in education.
In 1998, a VHS documentary
“Learn & Live” was released —
which profiled different school
programs that were seeing successes in teaching.

A major focus of the project
“I like that the articles provide
was to help educators best teach
resources/ideas to implement into
in the face of a rapidly evolving
the classroom to enhance what
technological society. The film
you are already doing. I find it
was supplemented with a resource
thewesternedition.com

“I love how, through very
short videos, you have a grasp of
the central idea of the articles. I
adore that I can bookmark them
and that I have easy access to a
very ample inventory of topics,”
said Santiago.
While Edutopia itself is not
a grant-making organization,
they do compile a list of them
on a section of the website, aptly
titled “The Big List of Educational
Grants and Resources.” These provide a weekly, comprehensive list
of currently available educational
grants alongside with contests,
awards and other free resources
for teachers.
Today, 856,000 people follow
Edutopia on Twitter, and over 1
million persons have “liked”
Edutopia’s Facebook page, where
the foundation regularly shares
articles, discussions and videos
from a diverse online community.
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The Frozen Film Festival screens worldwide emerging film artists
films often choose to
present the work of as
many different artists as
possible in one weekend
of screenings. Trained
at USC’s Cinema School
and then at NYU in
film, Bellman is proud
that the San Francisco
Frozen Film Festival
helps keep people coming to movie theaters.
According to him, it
can be a very differScreen stills from the Frozen Film Festival experimental films include [Top to Bottom]: “Hi,
ent experience to be
My Name is…”, “Dear Death,” “Sisak” and “I’m Here.” Photos courtesy of Isaac Schild via
“trapped with the art
Alexandra Solovyev, of www.frozenfilmfestival.com.
in a room,” rather than
industry. A filmmaker himself,
seeing something alone
By Daniel J Lilly
and on a computer screen.
he understands the impact and
he 11th annual San Francisco
inspiration that aspiring filmmakThe power of the silver screen
Frozen Film Festival is set to
ers can receive from having their
is
something
that resonates with
take place Thursday, July 20th,
film screened alongside industry
Bellman.
He
and
Schild are often
through Sunday, July 23rd. The
professionals during the weekend
surprised by the effect some of
festival, which celebrates indepenat the Roxie. He noted that SFFFF
the more experimental films have
dent film from the Bay Area and
is “open to the best art, no matter
once they are projected onto the
around the world, will once again
who makes it.”
Roxie’s big screen. With two
screen their selections at the Roxie
award-winning documentaries
Although the festival screens
Theater.

T

Founded in 2006 by childhood friends Isaac Schild and
Gabriel Bellman, the nonprofit
San Francisco Frozen Film Festival
— SFFFF — began as a platform for
artistic film endeavors from traditionally underserved communities. Since then, SFFFF has grown
to include awards presentations,
a youth program, and year-round
events.
According to Bellman — who
along with Schild is co-director of
the festival — SFFFF is designed
to be a positive force for everyone involved. While it offers
its attendees an opportunity to
screen unique films from around
the world, it also provides filmmakers with the valuable experience of seeing their work on a
movie screen and with an audience — often for the first time.
The festival grew out of both
Bellman and
Schild’s passion for film
and visual
art, as well
as their dissatisfaction
with
the
state of independent film
festivals, just
after the new
millennium.
According to
Schild, SFFFF
is designed
to be both “artist friendly” and
“artist forward,” as well as being
a considerable step at the beginning of burgeoning careers in the
film industry.
Schild pointed out that applicants come from all over the world
and include people with varying
degrees of relation to the film

mostly short films, Bellman said
that it is not by design. The panel
for the festival — which includes
Bellman and Schild, among others
— receives about 400−1000 film
submissions each year. The length
of submissions varies greatly, with
some as long as features, and some
running a minute or even less. The

films are divided into categories,
including documentary, dramatic
film, comedic film, local film,
LGBTQ film, and more.

to his own name, Bellman looks
forward each year to giving burgeoning filmmakers their first
screening in a real theater.
Some of those filmmakers are
as young as eight years old, and
they often hail from all over the
world. The mission statement of

the San Francisco Frozen Film
Festival includes supporting artists
from underserved communities.
In Bellman’s opinion, that definition changes over time. While it of
Since Bellman’s personal belief
course includes filmmakers from
is that the festival can “help indiminority communities, LGBTQ
vidual artists hone their craft by
filmmakers, and women filmmakscreening films to a large audiers, Bellman extends it to anyone
ence,” he and the others selecting
without access to standard film
thewesternedition.com

recording equipment, or training
at renowned film school.
That means that the films
screened at the San Francisco
Frozen Film Festival make up
a varied and eclectic program.
Managing that program into
something cohesive and “sensical” is one of the challenges
Bellman and Schild face each
year. Having categories helps,
and the duo firmly believes in the
importance of their work and its
contribution to the independent
art community in the Bay Area.
Bellman points out that because
of the high cost of living in San
Francisco, you have fewer “working artists” and more “artists who
are working.” The festival itself
originally had an office, but after
the digital revolution, there was
no need to pay for the space. They
do, however, still receive a few
submissions on DVD and VHS
each year.
The festival also serves as a
networking opportunity for filmmakers and others in the industry,
as the weekend screening brings
artists from around the world to
the Roxie Theater, and has often
been a catalyst for collaboration.
The San Francisco Frozen Film
Festival partners with other local
organizations for events and initiatives, including the Bay Area
Video Coalition — BAVC — and
the San Francisco Public Library.
Those two organizations are vital
to the festival’s Youth Program,
which is managed by Sara Judge.
Judge believes in the importance of organizations and initiatives geared towards youths that
focus on “creativity and not just
consumption.” She spearheads the
festival’s initiative to support a
new generation of filmmakers. In
addition to their work with BAVC
and the San Francisco Public
Library, Judge noted that she has
worked with
SF-based
Streetside
Stories in the
festival’s past,
and looks to
do so again in
2018.
The festival begins
with a free
opening
night celebration at Piano
Fight on July
20th from 7 to 10pm. Screenings
begin at the Roxie Theater that
following Saturday, July 22, and
continue through Sunday, July 23.
For more information about the
San Francisco Frozen Film Festival,
to purchase tickets, and to sign
up for their email newsletter, visit
their website at http://www.frozenfilmfestival.com.
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N e i gh b o rh o o d N ew s
Neighborhood News continued from page 7
The 79th annual Ginza Bazaar
and Bon Dance Saturday, July 22,
1:00p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday,
July 23, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., at the
Buddhist Church of San Francisco,
1881 Pine St. at Octavia, free
admission
This annual community celebration offers two days of games,
entertainment, Japanese food,
bingo, and other family activities.
The highlight every year is the Bon
dancing, which this year will take
place on Sunday, July 25, from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m., led by dancers in
colorful summer kimonos, as part
of the annual Buddhist Obon, or
“gathering of joy,” a celebration
of life and community. For more
information, check the website at
http://www.buddhistchurchofsanfrancisco.org/events/.

local services, and other support.
The VRC features access to four
Internet-connected computers
and a printer, up-to-date information from service providers,
and a circulating book collection.
Veterans can access these resources
by coming to the Golden Gate
Room, The Bridge at Main, 5th
Floor, Main Library. For more
information call 415.557.4388.
Free Information and Referral
Program specifically for LGBT immigrants, offered by the LGBT Center
Pressure felt by immigrants in
our community is compounded
by the added stress of LGBT status.
So the LGBT Center has created
a new Information and Referral
program. Visit the website for
up-to-date information about
emerging legalities about immigration, such topics as “Know your
rights,” offered in English and
Spanish, and a DACA/DAPA status
report. Services include referrals
to appropriate resources, such as
the National Immigration Project’s
Lawyer Referral Directory. Check
the website at www.sfcenter.org/
immigrationprogram, or email
your inquiry to info@sfcenter.org.
Hayes Valley cultural treasures
perform at the 80th Anniversary
season of the Stern Grove Festival,
admission free

more information, visit the website at www.saintcyprianssf.org.
Divisadero Farmers Market,
every Sunday in July, 10 a.m.−2
p.m.
The Divisadero Farmers
Market is bursting with fresh summer fruits and vegetables. Come
stock up, meet your neighbors
and enjoy yourself. The Market
is located on Grove Street between
Divisadero and Broderick Streets.
Visit http://www.pcfma.org/visit/
markets for more information
about the area markets.
Panhandle Park Work Day,
Saturday, July 8, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m.; all ages are welcome, free
Get to know your neighbors at
this ongoing Panhandle Volunteer

Every summer, you can
get the chance to see the gems
of the San Francisco cultural
scene at no charge at the Stern
Grove Festival. This year the San
Francisco Symphony will perform
on Sunday, July 9, and the San
Francisco Ballet will perform on
Sunday, July 30. Bring a blanket,
a picnic, sunscreen and some
friends, and enjoy the artistry and
the woodsy ambiance of the Stern
Grove amphitheater. For concert
times and directions on how to get
to Stern Grove, check the website
at www.sterngrove.org.

Japantown
Annual San Francisco Anime
and Cosplay Festival, Saturday, July
15, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Japan
Center Peace Plaza, free admission
Back

again

by

Weekly Senior Chair Aerobics
classes, every Monday, 12:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m., held at the Japanese
Cultural and Community Center of
Northern California
These very gentle movement
classes are designed for seniors
who want to build physical
strength and improve balance and
muscle flexibility. Classes are held
at JCCCNC, 1840 Sutter Street, $4
for members, and $5 for nonmembers. For more information, visit
the website at www.jcccnc.org, or
call 415.567.5505 to register.

Project, held the second Saturday
of each month. The North of
the Panhandle Neighborhood
Association needs your help to
beautify and maintain the basketball court and landscape around

NoPa

popular

Simply Sandwiches provides,
simply, sandwiches every Friday, at
for anime and cosplay. [Cosplay
Saint Cyprian’s Church, from 10:00
refers to dressing up as a characa.m. to noon, free
ter from a movie, book or video
Every Friday, volunteers predrawn from manga or anime.]
pare over 200 sandwiches to feed
Get your wig and costume on,
San Francisco’s hungry. If you
find your senpai and notice
want to volunteer, contact Saint
your kohai. Not sure what that
Cyprians at 415.567.1855. If you
means? Stop by the senpai booth
know someone who could use a
to get cosplay 101 from local
sandwich any Friday, send them to
Saint Cyprians at 2097 Turk St. For
cosplayers.
thewesternedition.com
demand, a celebration of love

the children’s playground. Please
wear closed-toed shoes, long pants
and layers. Light refreshments
provided. Meet at the community
billboard near the bathrooms at
Masonic and Fell. To RSVP, please
email recparkvolunteer@sfgov.org,
or call 415.831.6333.
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C o m mu n i t y E ve n t s
Fillmore Jazz Festival continued from page 1

These vocalists will be at the following stages: [Left] Linda Tillery and the Freedom Band, Sutter Street Stage, 2:30−4 p.m., Sunday, July 2; photo via Google.com.
[Middle] Rojai & the Pocket, Eddy Street Stage, 4:30−6 p.m., Saturday, July 1; photo via www.thepocketsf.com. [Right] Moorea Dickason, Eddy Street Stage, 2:30pm−4
p.m., Sunday, July 2; photo via www.mooreadickason.com.

groups such as Santana, Sly and
the Family Stone and Creedence
Clearwater Revival — develop into
a contemporary jazz festival.
Olaine stated, “When I
reached out to the various artists,
I said, ‘I'd love to have you be part
of the festival, but you'd need to
weave something from the theme
into your set, showing that jazz
music can and does embrace all
different styles of music and make
it its own.’”
Olaine added, “With some
artists, it just fell naturally into
what they do. For instance, the
keyboardist Terry Disley, he's
such a wide-ranging artist that his
own sets kind of go everywhere
from Bach to the Beatles to Dave
Brubeck to the Stones and Led
Zeppelin; and he plays jazz. So
he said, ‘Oh this totally fits what
I do as it is.’”
For more traditional musicians such as the festival’s stalwart Kim Nalley — a classic jazz
singer in the vein of Billie Holiday
or Sarah Vaughan — Olaine
believes that the theme willpresent a “challenge,” but he hopes
it will be “inspiring for them to
look at doing some new material
instead of just writing out a set-list
of songs they already know.” He
said, “I can't guarantee how many
songs are going to be throwbacks
or reimaginations of songs from
that year, but it is something that's
on their minds.”

The Fillmore Merchants
Association conceived the festival in the 1980s, when, according to Kiniris, “redevelopment
[had] completely changed the
urban fabric of the Fillmore. It
really tore apart families, communities. Thirty-five years ago,
most of Fillmore below California
was really disjointed, and a lot
of the storefronts were boarded
up.” Kiniris stated that the festival was “part of the Merchants
Association's effort to stitch the
community together and show
what connects us culturally,” spotlighting the area’s history as “the
Harlem of the West” and its musical “continuum.”
As the owner of Zinc Details,
a furniture showroom at Fillmore
and Geary Streets, Kiniris admitted
that “day-of sales can be impacted
negatively [by the festival], but we
try to stress to all the merchants
that this is not just about today's
sales. It’s about the identity of
the neighborhood, and it's about
bringing people into the neighborhood that normally would not
come into the neighborhood;
and the fact of the matter is, we
have basically 100,000 people
that descend on the street, and
it's up to us as merchants to leverage these people and really show
them what the Fillmore is and
show them what our store is.”
The Merchants Association
hires Steven Restivo Event

Services to produce the festival. “I sign a contract with the
Association,” Mr. Restivo clarified. “I give them a guaranteed
amount of money, [which] they
use to promote and market their
district year-round. It's their biggest fundraiser of the year, but I
take all the [financial] risk, and the
income comes from exhibitor fees,
sponsor fees, beverage operations,
and food vendor fees.”
About 220 exhibitors —
including artists and craftspeople, wholesalers, small commercial businesses, nonprofits, and
sponsors such as the San Francisco
Chronicle and the San Francisco
Black Film Festival — will occupy
tents lining the 12 participatingblocks of Fillmore Street, alongside
30 food vendors and a handful of
biergartens.
Restivo estimated that he took
over the management of the festival “about 15 years” ago. He
credits the increased popularity
of the event — the largest free jazz
festival on the West Coast — to
two important changes: hiring
Jason Olaine to book the stages at
California and Sutter; and extending the radius of the festival to
include Lower Fillmore, where
the third main stage, at Eddy,
is booked by local restaurateur
Monetta White.
“It used to end at Post Street,
I believe,”Restivo recalled. “We
just wanted the whole Fillmore.

My understanding is that the area
between Sutter and Eddy was the
jazz district, and we really wanted
to bring it into the jazz district
itself.”
Kiniris described today’s festival experience as “the flavors of
Fillmore,” where “you start at the
top of the hill, and you go south,
and then the music does change,
and it reflects the communities of
the different parts of Fillmore,” as
“classic jazz” gives way to funk,
rap, and blues influences. Along
the way, there are, as Olaine put it,
“all these little nooks and crannies
where artists have just plugged in
their amps or set up their drums.
There's a lot of impromptu, unadvertised entertainment going on
that might be just as entertaining
as anything you could find on the
stages.”
Singer-songwriter Carla
Helmbrecht first appeared on the
California Street Stage in 2014
and will perform there again this
year. She said it makes it for “a
fantastic setting, where the crowd
can get right up close. The sound
crew is always amazing, so I never
struggle with the acoustics.”
The 2017 Fillmore Jazz Festival
will run from July 1 to July 2, from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., rain or shine.
More information can be
found at the website, http://www.
sresproductions.com/events/fillmore-jazz-festival/.
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