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NATIONAL Park’ing Day
A Creative Social Message
By P.J. DICKERSCHEID
Associated Press
Plush grass, potted plants and park
benches replaced asphalt, steel and
engines along city streets from Seattle to Munich.
Thousands of artists, conservationists, urban planners and others commandeered 10-by-20-foot
parking spaces in downtowns
across the United States and in at
least eight other countries, including Australia. They temporarily
transformed the spots into urban
gardens, outdoor reading rooms,
mini golf courses and galleries for
recycled art.
National Park(ing) Day “is about
reclaiming the streets for people,”
said John Bela, one of three men
who started the craze three years
ago in San Francisco, a city where
a fourth of its land is dedicated to
blacktop and automobiles.
“We created a how-to manual and
offered it as a tool to transform urban environments and make people realize, ‘Hey, we can do things
differently. We can create more
people places,’” he said.
Now, with support from the national conservation nonprofit Trust for
Public Land, the event has drawn
more than 75 registered groups
prepared to overtake hundreds of
spots typically reserved for cars in
an attempt to “promote the need
for social spaces not governed by
commerce,” Bela said.
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He along with Blaine Merker and
Matthew Passmore started National Park(ing) Day as an experiment
in 2005 to challenge the idea that
streets are solely for moving goods
and services and storing cars, Passmore said. It’s about recognizing
the need for green spaces amid the
concrete, brick and asphalt.
But it’s not just about “ecology and
science and carbon footprints,” either, he said. “It’s about broadening
the definition to include unmet social needs.”
For instance last year, a group of
nurses set up a free health clinic
in a parking space in a low-income
neighborhood in San Francisco,
Passmore said.
Some of the participants planned
green spaces where people could
read, catch up on e-mail, relax,
play games or just talk politics with
friends.
New Yorkers were able to power
their laptops by riding stationary
bikes on a converted parking space
at the corner of 13th Street and 6th
Avenue.
In downtown Morgantown, West
Virginia University senior Justin
Burns, 24, of Manassas, Va., used
two boxwoods, ferns, japonica,
sedum and a couple of benches for
his transformation.
In Newark, N.J., organizers turned
an asphalt playground into a temporary green oasis with space to
jump rope and play hopscotch.

City Seeds Urban Farm displayed
edible urban orbs (aka pumpkins)
in a parking spot in downtown St.
Louis to promote what can be done
with green space and vacant lots in
cities with issues of food security,
organizer Mara Higdon said.
And in Chicago, parking at the corner of North Halsted Street and
West Armitage Avenue was a mini
golf course.
So far, no groups have run into any
trouble with police, meter maids or
frustrated drivers, Passmore said.
Some cities, like New York where
it’s illegal to park anything but a
vehicle in a parking space, require
special permits or permission, he
said. Some require that the meters
be fed or the instant parks moved
every two hours to comply with
time limitations.
“In some places, it’s just sort of allowed,” he said.
As for drivers searching for places
to park, “they usually think it’s kind
of funny,” Passmore said.
Once the sod is rolled up and the
cars return, Merker said he hopes
people will continue to look at
public spaces in new ways.
“We want our cities filled with spaces for social interaction,” he said.
___
to learn more visit:
www.rebargroup.org
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The BAllot
Examining the
Election Ballot

nominee, but also because the
United States is in the midst of serious uncertain times.

This year’s election on Nov. 4 is
shaping up to possibly be one of
the most important and transformative elections dating back
to 1960, when Richard Nixon ran
against John F. Kennedy and issues
such as the Cold War, Civil Rights
and Americas standing in the world
were at stake.

While Sens. John McCain (R-Arizona) and Obama will continue
to take center stage for their bids
for presidency and their running
mates, Sen. Joe Biden (D-Delaware)
and Palin, to debate their positions
on the issues the country faces in
the coming weeks, some people
might begin to question once again
is, “That is all there is?”

By Lee Hubbard

There is no question, that this year’s
election is historic – not only because it’s the first time in history an
African American man, Sen. Barack
Obama (D-Illinois), is the Democratic presidential nominee and a
woman, Alaskan Gov. Sarah Palin
is the Republican vice presidential

The simple answer is, no. This year’s
presidential ticket alternatives include:
Green Party: Cynthia McKinney/
Rosa Clemente (http://votetruth08.
com/)

McKinney, 53, a former Democrat,
was the first African-American
woman from Georgia elected to
Congress who believes that government should “serve to provide
uplift to local communities and the
dignity of the human spirit.”
She represented Georgia’s Fourth
District in the House of Representatives for 10 years under heavy opposition until her opponents voted
her out through a concerted effort.
In 2004, she regained her position representing Georgia’s Fourth
District and served until 2007. The
struggle was documented in a Sundance 2006 award-winning documentary, “American Blackout,” directed by Ian Inaba.
(See Ballot on page 9)

Go Healthy Month
Youth Host Health Forum
Go Healthy Month Nearly one in three American kids
between the ages of 2 and19 is
overweight or obese. If this trend
continues, our nation’s current
generation of children will become
the first in American history to live
shorter lives than their parents, according to the Alliance for a Healthier Generation. Childhood obesity
leads to an increase in potentially
life-threatening conditions that
usually don’t develop until adulthood. High blood pressure, elevated cholesterol and type-2 diabetes
are just some examples.
The Alliance for a Healthier Generation and YMCA of San Francisco
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organized this event so that kids
would be leading the discussion
with their peers, instead of the
more common scenario where
adults are telling kids what to do.
The Go Healthy Month Kid-Hosted
Forum enabled kids to drive discussion about this issue and identify the most effective ways to help
other kids lead healthy lives.
The forum was part of The Alliance for a Healthier Generation’s
Go Healthy Month in September.
The forum focused on educating,
engaging and empowering kids
across the U.S. to make healthy living the norm. Forums were hosted
in cities across the nation so that
kids could celebrate strides they

have been making to solve the
childhood obesity epidemic and
highlighting what else they can do
to continue helping their peers.
It is estimated that approximately
65% of adults living in the U.S. are
overweight; almost 31% are obese.
Because overweight parents are
likely to have overweight children,
further increases in childhood obesity are imminent. While the prevalence of overweight and obesity
has increased among children from
all socioeconomic groups, some
groups are disproportionately affected, particularly children living
in poverty, and African-American
and Hispanic children.

Community
said in an Aug. 27 LGBT Community Center news release. “Their
courage, activism and example
have changed the course of history
for the LGBT community. She will
always be one of our foremost heroes in the path to equality.”
Born Dorothy L. Taliaferro in San
Francisco on May 5, 1921, she graduated from George Washington
High School and studied journalism at the University of California,
Berkeley. When Martin was 19, she
married James Martin. Together
they had their daughter Kendra.
The marriage ended in divorce.

In memory of

Dorothy (Del) L. Martin
Founder and leader of the modern
lesbian movement, author, activist
and public speaker Dorothy (Del)
L. Martin died Aug. 27 at the University of California, San Francisco,
Hospice. She was 87.
Martin’s final act to advance the
rights of LGBT individuals was to
marry her life partner of 55 years,
Phyllis Lyon, at City Hall on June 16,
the first day the California Supreme
Court’s recognition of same-sex
marriage was enacted. Marin and
Lyon were one of the plaintiffs in
the landmark case.
Mayor Gavin Newsom ordered City
Hall’s flags and the LGBT Pride Flag
on Market and Castro Streets to be
flown at half-staff Aug. 28 in honor
of Martin’s contributions to the city
and the LGBT community.
“Del lived a triumphant life filled
with purpose and love for Phyllis,”
District 5 Supervisor Bevan Dufty

Martin met Lyon in 1950 when they
worked together at a publication in
Seattle, Wash. The couple returned
to San Francisco and moved in together in 1953. Two years later they
purchased their Noe Valley home.
She was a prolific advocate for gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
rights. Martin was co-founder of
the Daughters of Bilitis in 1955,
with her life partner Lyon and six
other lesbians, which became the
first openly lesbian organization in
the United States. The organization
laid the foundation for the women’s
and LGBT liberations movements of
the early 1970s and published the
first lesbian magazine The Ladder
from 1960 to 1962.
Martin went on to found the Council on Religion and the Homosexual
in 1964 to lobby city lawmakers
to reduce police harassment and
modify the laws that criminalized
same-sex loving individuals. She
was a leader in the campaign for the
American Psychiatric Association
to not declare homosexuality as a
mental illness. The APA removed

homosexuality from deviant sexual
behaviors in 1973.
Martin was a founding member of
the Lesbian Mother’s Union, the
San Francisco Women’s Centers, the
Bay Area Women’s Coalition and in
1972, the Alice B. Toklas Democratic Club, the first LGBT political club
in the country. She was the first out
lesbian on the National Organization for Women’s board of directors
and was appointed to the San Francisco Commission on the Status of
Women in 1976. She served on the
commission until 1979.
A prolific writer, Martin was the coauthor with Lyon of “Lesbian/Woman,” a positive perspective of lesbian lives, which in 1992, was named
by Publisher’s Weekly as one of 20
of the most influential women’s
books in the last 20 years.
A staunch advocate of the movement against domestic violence,
Martin authored Battered Wives,
published in 1976. The book was
a catalyst for the movement. She
co-founded the Coalition for Justice for battered Women in 1975,
La Casa de las Madres, a shelter for
battered women, in 1976, and the
California Coalition against Domestic Violence in 1977.
In 1984, Martin said her most important contribution was, “being
able to help make changes in the
way lesbians and gay men view
themselves and how the larger society views lesbian and gay men.”
Martin is survived by her spouse
Lyon, daughter Kendra Mon, sonin-law Eugene Lane, granddaughter
Lorraine Mon, grandson Kevin Mon
and sister-in-law Patricia Lyon.
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Making the World a Better Place

Building a world of equality
By Heather Cassell
Many people come to San Francisco
because it is a beacon of innovative
politics and grassroots movements
that has changed the shape of U.S.
conscience since its founding.
For nearly 20 years, Andrea Shorter
has led the charge bringing her
grassroots vision to San Francisco’s
political scene providing a much
needed voice to the voiceless and
holding political leaders accountable.
Last month, Shorter, who turns 43
this month, made another unprecedented move in her political career – she was elected, and sworn
in, for a fourth presidential term on
San Francisco’s Commission on the
Status of Women.
“I’ve been told it’s unprecedented,”
said Shorter about being president
of the commission. “I am proud
that this commission has become
a leader and a strong partner with
the community.”
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San Francisco’s Commission on the
Status of Women is one of the few
commissions at the city and county
level in the country that has a fullyfunded department that actively
works to address issues specific to
women and girls. In 1998, San Francisco became the first city in the
country to adopt an ordinance to
implement the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, a human
rights treaty adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly in 1979.
The department established a task
force to work with the commission and city departments in order
to identify discrimination against
women and girls and to implement
CEDAW’s principles citywide. The
United States has yet to ratify CEDAW, in spite of 175 countries that
have done so, according to COSW’s
Web site.
“We are looked upon as a model
throughout the United States,” said
Shorter. “Certainly our implementation of CEDAW elevates our status
as a model agency and commission.”
The commission and department
have embraced its role as a beacon for what commissions on the
status of women around the world
can accomplish. Within more than
30 years since the commission was
established in 1975, it has become
a force addressing violence against
women, employment and economics, girls and health.
In 2007, the commission established a girls committee in response
its 2003 findings in “A Report on
Girls in San Francisco, Benchmarks
for the Future,” which is in the process of being updated, Shorter said.
Laughing, she said the girls “came

out swinging,” working on key legislation to address the marketing of
alchopops, fruity drinks made with
alcohol to women and girls, with
the Marin Institute, which are currently pending in the state legislature.
“I’m just in the passenger seat,” said
Shorter laughing in admiration of
what the girls committee has been
able to accomplish. “They are driving the bus.”
She is confident that the future the
girls envision and are preparing to
become leaders in is “one that we
should all be eager to embrace,”
said Shorter, proud about COSW
broadened its conversation to include girls.
Shorter’s vision and leadership is a
key component to the commission
and the department as it moves
forward into the 21st century.
“I have great respect and admiration for Andrea’s advocacy, common sense and hard headed pragmatism,” said Mayor Gavin Newsom
on Sept. 9 after the swearing in
ceremony. “And her willingness to
challenge me … as she does.
“I expect Andrea to continue her
strong advocacy and [to] continue
[to] guide the commission down
the right path to fight for more
gender equality,” Newsom added
before entering his office.
Which is exactly what Shorter plans
to continue doing. She said during
her next four years on the commission she hopes to broaden the
commission’s programs
(See Shorter page 7)

Making the World a Better Place
(Shorter from page 6)
while fortifying the domestic violence programs, as well as build
stronger partnerships with other
city commissions to continue improving the quality of life for women and children in San Francisco.
“We are a small department, but a
very mighty and powerful source
of information, history and advocacy,” said Shorter.
Shorter’s brother, Lawrence Shorter watched his sister being sworn
in with pride.
“She does excellent work,” said
Lawrence at his sister’s swearing in
ceremony. “I’m very proud to be her
brother.”
Political beginning
Shorter, a juvenile justice policy
independent consultant and vice
president of FPA & Associates Inc.,
an executive recruitment firm specializing in lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender hiring needs and
diversity training, was attracted to
politics in order to create change.
“It’s really very simple. It’s just the
idea of being able to create certain
changes in communities so that
everybody has the opportunity to
live out their fullest potential,” said
Shorter, “to just get the full benefits
of living in a democratic society.”
Shorter started her political career
in working for a democratic Assmeblyman Steve Clute in conservative
Riverside County during the late
1980s. When her position ended,

she moved on to campaign against
Proposition 140, which limited
legislatures’ terms in office. Voters
passed the law in 1990. When that
campaign ended, Shorter had an
opportunity to work in Sacramento, but decided to take her brother,
who was already living in San Francisco, up on his suggestion to move
to city instead.
In 1991, Shorter was intrigued by
living and working in a “politically
active environment and explore
various issues,” she said, as well as
the opportunity to live openly as
a lesbian. Interested in learning a
“little bit more about grassroots
movement,” she immediately got
involved in the community.
There are signs everywhere of
Shorter’s accomplishments. Every
time she enters the Department of
Motor Vehicles, when she reaches
the counter she glances over to
check to see if voter registration
forms are available.
“I am one of the few people who
enjoys going to the DMV to register
their vehicle annually,” said Shorter,
because it’s one of the few times
she actually enters a state department. “I love going up when my
number is called and I can see if we
are still adhering to the law of the
land.”
Shorter was a representative plaintiff in the lawsuit against former
California Governor Pete Wilson
to force Wilson to implement the
National Voter Registration Act of
1993. Shorter, along with the Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights,
pushed Wilson all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Court. In 1993, the

court ruled against Wilson.
Shorter has been pushing to broaden people’s awareness of AIDS as
well. Under her leadership as the
deputy director of the Names Project Foundation/AIDS Memorial
Quilt, Shorter widened the scope
of the quilt’s meaning by bringing
awareness of the effect of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic on the African American and Latin communities, as well
as extending the program into junior high schools, she said. Working with the late civil rights leader
Coretta Scott King, she brought the
AIDS Quilt to historically black colleges and working with South African leader Bishop Desmond Tutu
on outreach and programs leading
up to bringing the quilt to the International AIDS Conference held
in South Africa in 2000.
Shorter said she knew the message
of the quilt needed to be broadened beyond the perception of being about “gay white men” because
the African-American and Latino
communities are “where we needed to be.” She added, “It is about everyone that is affected.”
While Shorter takes pride in opening up voter registration to individuals utilizing state services and the
discussion of AIDS in communities
of color, she is most proud of creating an award-winning juvenile
justice program that has been replicated in cities across the United
States. The true award to Shorter
isn’t the recognition from Harvard
University’s JFK School of Government, but the estimated 85 percent
success rate
(see Shorter on page 8)
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Making the World a Better Place
of keeping at-risk youths from incarceration or detention by providing them with community-based
opportunities. Shorter said, due to
the program, many of the youths
have gone on to graduate from
high school and some of them
have gone onto obtain university
educations.
“I’m very proud to be related to
that,” said Shorter, who isn’t done
changing the world.
The fight is still in her
Aside from her work on the Commission on the Status of Women,
Shorter is heavily involved in And
Marriage For All, an outreach and
education organization focused on
marriage equality, and building the
Bayard Rustin LGBT Coalition, black
LGBT political organization.
Once again, Shorter is bringing
communities of color together, especially the African-American community, to open the conversation
about same-sex marriage around
the “kitchen table” to churches.
“Our legacy is fighting for rights,”
said Shorter, an African American,
referring to the Civil Rights movement. “We are not part of a legacy
that is about standing against
rights or not standing against discrimination.”
Once again Shorter said she hopes
to change the perception of what
has been considered a white lesbian and gay issue.
“Many of the images that people
feel that they see more often … is
the majority population and not
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faces of their own,” said Shorter
about the educational campaign
to dispel myths around same-sex
marriage.

want to make sure that we have
folks that are able to run, manage
and participate in the real political
world or various aspects.”

“This particular effort gives us an
opportunity to … engage people
of color,” said Shorter, “and to give
them an opportunity to give voice
to the importance of the freedom
to marry in their own lives and for
future generations.”

The ability to change lives and
working in communities is what
drives Shorter, who was shocked
by Republican’s recent mocking of
community organizers, whom she
believes did a “disservice to themselves,” pointing out community
organized programs conservatives
support, such as volunteer firefighters and community watch.

The educational campaign, she
said, has been successful so far in
opening up the conversation with
a viewing of “Jumping the Broom,”
with director Debra Wilson and
viewing Democratic presidential
candidate Barack Obama’s acceptance speech, which drew 350 people in San Francisco and another
350 people in Sacramento.
While working in the present, Shorter continues to keep her eyes on the
future by working with the Bayard
Rustin LGBT Coalition. The organization is named after the openly
gay Civil Rights leader who orchestrated Dr. Martin Luther King’s historic March on Washington, Shorter said. A political organization for
the black LGBT community, Shorter
said she hopes to move the organization into a period beyond simple
endorsements of African-American
candidates, but to help LGBT black
individuals be appointed to positions, win elected offices and effectively work political campaigns in
Northern California and eventually
statewide.
“It’s a challenge in and of itself to
try to get people elected and appointed,” said Shorter, “but we also

“When you are involved you have
the opportunity to really clarify…
your values,” said Shorter, who believes strongly that everyone can
work for change not just appointed
or elected officials. “As you clarify
your values, then you have the opportunity to find ways to not only
be engaged yourself, but also how
to engage other folks that share
similar values.”
If you are interested in any of the
projects Shorter is working on,
contact her at andrea.shorter@
andmarriage4all.org.
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The Ballot
(Ballot from page 3)
She has been an advocate for human rights, voter rights and holding government accountable, she
states on her campaign Web site,
but she has had a tumultuous relationship with the Jewish community, according to news sources.
Clemente, 36, is a community organizer, independent journalist and
Hip-Hop activist. In 2003, she mobilized more than 3,000 activists to
create and implement a national
political agenda at the first ever
National Hip Hop Political Convention.
On Economics: Government is
obligated and should implement
policies that will provide employment opportunities and guaranteed income. McKinney/Clemente
support massive infrastructure investments and a greening of the
nation’s economy that they feel are
necessary to “fuel an investment renaissance in jobs, energy independence from fossil fuels and manufacturing within the next 20 years.
In order to accomplish this, the candidates advocate ending the war
in Iraq and restoring manufacturing jobs in this country to assist in
the greening of our economy. The
candidates support the freedom of
workers to form unions, support a
living wage
On Poverty: The candidates call for
reparations for African Americans,
who are “now sustaining the worst
loss of wealth in U.S. history due to
the sub-prime mortgages crisis, an
estimated $71 billion to $92 billion,”
citing United for a Fair Economy.
“We believe that the U.S. govern-

ment never kept its promise to former slaves of the overdue debt of
40 acres and two mules,” payment
promised as restitution for nearly
260 years of slave labor and mass
murder of black people.

Clean Air Act and the Freedom of
Information Act.

On Civil Liberties: McKinney/Clemente support repeal of the Patriot
Acts, the Secret Evidence Act, the
Military Commissions Act and other
legislation that rolls back bedrock
civil liberties. The candidates are in
favor of full reproductive rights for
women that include safe access to
abortion, to family planning and
contraception services, to comprehensive prenatal and postnatal/infant care.

Nader selected former San Francisco supervisor and civil rights attorney Gonzalez, 43, as his running
mate. The sole Green Party member on the Board of Supervisors,
Gonzalez was instrumental in passing legislation that implemented
a living wage, rank-choice voting
and gave more power to neighborhoods resisting chain stores.

Peace and Freedom Party: Ralph
Nader/Matt Gonzalez (http://www.
votenader.org)
This year marks Nader’s third bid
for the presidency. Nader, 74, was
the Independent candidate for
president in 2000 and 2004. He is
a consumer advocate, lawyer and
author.
As a consumer advocate for more
than four decades, he has been a
stalwart for protecting the American people. He was the instigator
for the National Traffic and Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 that established the national Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, as
well as held car manufacturer’s accountable for safety standards, with
the publication of “Unsafe at Any
Speed” in 1965. He also has been
linked to the Wholesome Meat Act,
which imposed safety inspections
on beef and poultry and imposed
slaughterhouse standards, the

Nader was named one of the 100
Most Influential Americans in the
20th Century by Time Magazine.

On the Economy: The Nader/Gonzalez campaign supports a fair tax
by reappraising the federal tax code
to reverse favoring the wealthy and
corporations. Under the candidates’
plan, “addictive industries” and tiny
taxes applied to investment transactions and securities speculation
would receive a tax hike and retain
the current estate tax.
In particular, taxation and regulation of securities speculation, the
candidates’ believe would increase
market stability. The Nader/Gonzalez campaign also supports requiring equitable trade; investing
in urgently needed local labor-intensive public works (infrastructure
improvements); creating a new renewable energy efficiency policy
by fully funding education; and
redirecting large bureaucratic and
fraudulent health expenditures
toward preventive health care we
can reverse this trend and create
millions of new jobs.
(See Ballot on page 10)
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The Ballot
(Ballot from page 9)
Nader selected former San Francisco supervisor and civil rights attorney Gonzalez, 43, as his running
mate. The sole Green Party member on the Board of Supervisors,
Gonzalez was instrumental in passing legislation that implemented
a living wage, rank-choice voting
and gave more power to neighborhoods resisting chain stores.
On the Economy: The Nader/Gonzalez campaign supports a fair tax
by reappraising the federal tax code
to reverse favoring the wealthy and
corporations. Under the candidates’
plan, “addictive industries” and tiny
taxes applied to investment transactions and securities speculation
would receive a tax hike and retain
the current estate tax.
In particular, taxation and regulation of securities speculation, the
candidates’ believe would increase
market stability. The Nader/Gonzalez campaign also supports requiring equitable trade; investing
in urgently needed local labor-intensive public works (infrastructure
improvements); creating a new renewable energy efficiency policy
by fully funding education; and
redirecting large bureaucratic and
fraudulent health expenditures
toward preventive health care we
can reverse this trend and create
millions of new jobs.
On Poverty:
Since January 2001, 2.7 million jobs
have been lost and more than 75
percent of those jobs have been
high wage, high productivity manufacturing jobs. Overall, 5.6 percent
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of Americans are unemployed while
10.5 percent of African Americans
are unemployed. Unemployment
among Latinos is nearly 30 percent
higher than in January 2001.
On Health Care: “The state of health
care in the United States is a disgrace. For millions of Americans it
is a struggle between life, health
and money.” Private corporations
pay less than 20 percent of health
costs, while more than 44.3 million
Americans have no health insurance, and tens of millions more
are underinsured. The Nader/Gonzalez campaign support a singlepayer health care plan that will replace private insurance, maintain
medicare or medical as it currently
stands and provide health care options. The candidates plan to fund
universal health care by assessing
and taxing corporations polluting the environment, industries
manufacturing addictive products
and stock speculation, in addition
to closing corporate tax loopholes
before replacing employer paid
health care with an estimated 7
percent payroll tax on employers
and an estimated 2 percent tax on
individuals. Ultimately, the candidates plan to restore decision making power about medical care decisions to Americans while providing
health care to all.
Other alternative presidential tickets include: Founder and minister
of the Crossroad Baptist Church
and radio personality and syndicate
print and new media political commentator Chuck Baldwin/Darrell
Castle (www.baldwin08.com) and
former conservative Republican
Congressman Bob Barr/ Wayne Al-

lyn Root (www.bobbarr2008.com).
While some of these candidates
may have a following they will take
a back seat to the two main political parties, but this is one vote that
should not be missed or passes
upon.
California Issues
There are 12 measures on the California Ballot. Some are more prominent than others, but all of these
measures are important. Here are
some of the more important ones
that will be voted on.
Prop 1: High Speed Rail Bonds
This proposition will allow the state
to sell close to $10 billion in bonds
to help fund the California High
Speed rail system, which would
help better connect San Francisco
and Los Angeles. Experts say that
the project would not be completed for close to another 20 years,
but when complete, trains would
be able to zip between the two cities in about two hours and 40 minutes.
Prop 4: Waiting Period and Parental
Notification before Termination of
a Minors Pregnancy. This is a state
constitutional amendment measure that would establish a waiting period for a teenage girl before
termination of her pregnancy. A
waiver could be granted to avoid
this, but this is somewhat problematic. The law would mandate that
the physician performing the abortion notify a parent or legal guardian before this happens. If not, the
physician could face damages.
(See Ballot on page 11)

The Ballot
(Ballot from page 10)
Prop 5: Non-Violent Drug Offenses,
Sentencing, Parole and Rehabilitation
This law would mandate money to
be allocated for people who are in
drug treatment programs and those
convicted of drug offenses. In effect, it would increase the number
of statewide drug diversion program. It would shorten parole for
certain drug offenses and it would
increase parole for serious and violent felons. It would also create a
19-member board to direct parole
and rehabilitation policy. A remarkable measure that would deal with
the root causes of drug abuse instead of just locking people up.
Prop 8: Eliminates rights of Same
Sax Couples to Marry
This measure would seek to change
the California constitution to limit
the newly won right for same-sex
couples to marry, which the California Supreme Court ruled in favor of in May. It also would seek to
define marriage as something that
can only take place between a man
and a woman. If voted, this would
overturn thousands of marriages,
which have already taken place in
California as a result of the Califor-

nia Supreme Court’s ruling.
Local Issues
There are a total of 22 measures on
the San Francisco Ballot. While all
of these measures are important,
here are some of the more progressive than others:
Prop A: San Francisco General
Hospital and Trauma Center Earthquake Safety Bonds
Submitted by the mayor and the
board of supervisors, the measure
would authorize a bond close to
$900,000,000 million to retrofit and
renovate San Francisco General
Hospital. This venerable institution
services most of the city and this
bond will help upgrade the facilities as we move well into the 21st
century.
Prop B: Affordable Housing
This initiative would set aside
funds to help increase the amount
of money for affordable housing
to low- and middle-class families.
Money collected, which is estimated around $122.1 million a year,
would be placed in a fund for new
housing developments.
Prop K: Enforcement Laws related
to Prostitution and Sex Workers
This city law would decriminalize

2008 Wings of Hope Gala
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One Embarcadero Center Second floor gallery
space.

prostitution in San Francisco.
Prop M: Prohibit Landlord Harassment of Tenants
This initiative would define and
prohibit tenant harassment by
landlords in the city’s rent control
law. Tenants being harassed by
their landlords will be able to petition for a rent decrease, potentially
arresting the harassment.
Prop T: Substance Abuse Treatment
Program
This initiative would increase funding and the number of substance
abuse treatment slots in various
and drug and substance programs
in San Francisco.
Prop V: Against Terminating the
Junior Reserve Officers Training
Corps
This initiative would reverse the San
Francisco Unified School District’s
Board of Education’s 2006 decision
to replace the program with a nonmilitary related leadership training
program.
It’s not too late to register to vote.
Visit
http://www.sfgov.org/site/
elections_index.asp and register
by Oct. 20.

Special Guests:
Nancy Wilson, George Duke, Greg Louganis,
Narada Michael Walden, Marcus Patrick
Honorees
Common, Deborah and John Greenspan
For further information contactl Ave Montague
415.346.0199
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The San Francisco
Human Rights
Commission
Employment
Advisory
Committee
Presents:

Gathering experts from government,
the private sector and the community to
share experiences and best practices
Tuesday, October 7, 2008
6 – 8 pm

COMBATING EMPLOYMENT
DISCRIMINATION AFTER
9/11:
PANEL PRESENTATION
& PUBLIC TESTIMONY

CALIFORNIA
STATE BUILDING
Milton Marks
Conference Center,
Lower Level
455 Golden Gate Ave.,
San Francisco

Members of the public
are strongly encouraged
to attend and share their
experiences through
public testimony.
For more information or if you cannot attend but wish to
submit testimony in writing, please contact Caneel Fraser
(caneel.fraser@sfgov.org) or (415) 252-2517.
* Appropriate accommodation will be provided for the hearing-, sightand mobility-impaired
* To arrange for a sign language interpreter or FM ampliﬁer, please call
the San Francisco Human Rights Commission at (800) 735-2922

