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Art and Business
Western Addition’s business owners are getting more
into art these days. It seemed to begin with Gallery displays on the walls of cafes that rotate often enough to
bring art lovers back to see the new shows. Although
the café’s are no actual galleries they are beginning to
serve as such.
The Western Addition like every neighborhood has
its share of murals but that number seems to be increasing! Plant’it Earth joined the league of businesses beautifying the neighborhood by painting a large
mural of a tropical garden on its wall. Many passersby
acknowledged the work of muralist Jet Martinez. The
mural is painted on the Grove Street wall at Divisadero
Street.
As a grafitti abatement strategy business owners prefer the art to the alternative. They are requred to clean
and remove grafitti.

Above: Mural Artist paints Plant’IT Earth wall

Taggers are far less likely to deface a work they deem
attractive.
(More mural photos on page 5)

As part of a safety and grafitti prevention tool this mural was installed by Save More Market in 2007.
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VOTING MATTERS
Progressive Candidates Focus on Education
By L. Tooles
Millions of people will file into the
polls Nov. 4 to make decisions that
could turn San Francisco on its
axes. Progressive candidates are
vying for two Board of Supervisor’s
seats and one on the Board of Education.
Former Board of Education commissioners Eric Mar (D) and Green
Party candidate Mark Sanchez are
running for the Board of supervisors, while Barbara “Bobbi” Lopez
(D) is seeking to fill a seat on the
Board of Education.
Mar, 46, is running to replace District 1 incumbent Supervisor Jake
McGoldrick who will be termed out.
Mar has been involved in San Francisco communities since he moved
to the city in 1994 and began work
with the Chinese Progressive Association.
“I plan to continue my 24 years of
activism and work for people of
color,” he said.
Mar said he wants to “maintain a
greater quality of life for people
in my neighborhood” by seeking
environmental justice, fighting for
Bayveiw/Hunters Point residents
and ensuring educational justice in
the school system.
Mar’s wife, Sandra Chin-Ma, is
a public school teacher and his
daughter, Jade, 8, attends a public
school in the Richmond district.
He desires to improve the lives of
all San Francisco’s low-income and
immigrant communities, he said.
“A progressive works for the ad-

vancement of people’s lives,” said
Mar, “and is not an elitist, but is
working with regular people.”
Sanchez, President of the Board of
Education, is seeking to fill termedout incumbent District 9 supervisor and potential future District 13
assemblymember Tom Ammiano’s
(D) seat. A San Francisco science
teacher, Sanchez has been an educator since 1992. He got involved
in politics to fight for the children
he taught for the last two terms
on the Board of Education, and for
his final two years has been board
president. Now he wants to take
the next step to continue to fight
for education in the city at large.
“It’s important that the city ensures
a strong voice on the side of public
education,” Sanchez said.
Ammiano, who previously served
as President of the Board of Education and moved onto the Board of
Supervisors, was a strong advocate
of education, said Sanchez, and he
wants to make sure that legacy is
continued.
Sanchez stands on the side of the
school child but also on the side
of low-income families. He said
he wants better housing options
in San Francisco by being careful
of the developments that are built
and by fixing uninhabited housing
units in San Francisco.
A Mission district resident since
1992, he is very concerned about
the rate of crime in the area.
“There has been an incredible increase of homicides in the mission,”
he said. His approach to eliminat-

ing crime is to create stronger foot
patrols in neighborhoods, extend
school hours, reach out to the
youth of the area and illuminate
both the district’s streets as goals
for the community to better itself.
Lopez, 30, who immigrated from
Mexico City to the U.S. when she
was 8-years old. As a Spanishspeaking child in a time where
there was no language emersion
programs in the school district, Lopez said she struggled in school.
Because her parents were teachers
in Mexico, they were persistent in
finding her the help that she needed. In turn she wants to do that for
children in San Francisco.
(See Progressives on page 10)
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POPULAR BLOGS
Progressive Political Blogs
By L. Tooles

ers from all over the world. This
moderately left-leaning is updated regularly, several times
a week and sometimes several
times a day. Not to mention, the
creator of the blog take all of
his own photos and is a pretty
good photographer. To contact
the news desk e-mail editor@
fogcityjournal.com.

I’ve always wanted to start my
own political blog with funny
and relevant things to post and
a following as large as the People’s Temple. Yet, it’s a dream
that has remained in the revere
of my imagination, so following
political blogs is the next best
www.leftinsf.com/blog
thing.
An oldie, but goodie for San
The following blogs are left Francisco progressives Left in
leaning blogs that any good SF SF is the place for left-of-center
political junkie would want to opinions. Stared by a several lointake. Some are really old and cal activists who are “economically left” they cover mostly
some are rather new.
California politics with some nawww.sanfranciscofyi.blogspot. tional and international issues
sprinkled in. While its stories are
com
Forget Working Asset’s Diver- opinionated they do back up
sions, if you really want to know most of their opinions with the
San Francisco’s political and so- stories they read to form them.
cial activist happenings, then The blog is currently getting a
this is the blog. Created by a facelift in order to include a link
resident of San Franciscan blog- to photos and articles posted
ger since 2007, SF FYI lists every- outside of the blog. To send
thing a politically conscious San information about news and
Franciscan needs to know in or- events, e-mail: Robert Haaland
der to be an active participant in robert_haaland@hotmail.com.
the legislative life of the city. To
add events to the site, contact www.bucknakedpolitics.typepad.com
mission2894@gmail.com.
Buck Naked Politics is frank,
funny and in-your-face about
www.fogcityjournal.com
The Fog City Journal reports on their opinions concerning naBay Area, California, and nation- tional politics. It also has a blog
al news that reads like a news- roll about as long as the arm of
paper. Started in 2006 by Luke a small child. Buck Naked PoliThomas, The Fog City Journal is tics is supported by five regua collaborative effort of report- lar writers and a bevy of guest
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columnists and writers. While it
supplements many stories with
videos from YouTube.com (like
most blogs these days do), a
lot of their information comes
from reputable sources from all
spectrums of the political continuum. This blog is very current, the morning after the Sept
26 debate between Sens. John
McCain (R-Arizona) and Barack
Obama (D-Illinois), there were
four posts by 5 a.m. To joint the
blog roll or drop in to say hello,
e-mail thecrux@bucknakedpolitics.com.
www.dailyshocker.com
By far the funniest blog is the
Daily Shocker. Love it! Jonathan’s
opinions are spot on—most of
the time—with a serious sense
of humor. The Daily Shocker
just entered the political blog
scene in September...and so far
has lived up to its name with its
daily updates. To send news and
tips, e-mail info@dailyshocker.
com.
These are just five of the millions of left-leaning and not so
left-leaning blogs out there, just
look at Bare Naked Politics’ blog
roll! But knowing what is going
on in the world makes us better partakers of democracy--not
only as we vote on Nov. 4-- but
also as we go about making our
daily decisions.

Above: Cheers owners say this mural definitely prevents grafitti. Located on Fillmore and Fulton
The mural is in black and white and celebrates the history of the area.

Left Photo: Tim’s Market paints their wall with mural
art a few times a year. Owners say the community
likes the painted signs and the local art.
Both murals can be found on the corner of Fillmore
and Hayes Streets. Mural below is located on Hayes
Fillmore.
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STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

Neighborhood associations often engage occupants of both single family housing and apartment buildings

Neighborhood associations have
re-emerged as a cornerstone for
secure communities and the Western Addition community has developed a significant number of such
groups.
Historically, neighborhood associations are composed of
people who live or work in the area
and have come together to address
their common concerns. Neighbors would meet and create phone
trees to look out for each other.
Before the internet it took far more
effort for associations to remain organized, however with the use of
social networks, email and newsletters many neighborhoods have
gained a significant amount of
control. A trend for current neighborhood associations is to become
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formal non-profit entities.
While the idea of neighborhood security usually conjures up images of
personal safety, protection against
theft or other crimes, associations
have broadened the scope to include protection from any undesirable entities. In recent years Chain/
retail stores have been one type
of entity that some neighborhood
associations have secured themselves from. Other issues around
safety have included traffic control,
the implementation of bike lanes
and working to protect the neighborhood identity.
Neighborhood associations have
proven that there is strength in
numbers and that the best orga-

nized association will accomplish
its goals. Active associations impact
zoning policies, street lighting and
many other quality of life concerns.
Western Addition has several active
associations including the Alamo
Square Neighborhood Association,
North of Panhandle Neighborhood
Association and the Hayes Valley
Neighborhood Association. These
associations meet regularly to address their needs, interests and
concerns. A noteworthy benefit is
the political clout that has developed around these groups due to
their ability to remain organized
and accomplish their goals.
(Continued on page 7)

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

Above: The Alamo Square Neighborhood District is Famous for the architectural design
of its homes including the six victorian homes also known as the “Painted Ladies”
Alamo Square Neighborhood Association focuses on park maintenance and beautification, planning
and preservation of the
architectural character
of their neighborhood.
The Alamo Square neighborhood is famous as a
destination point in San
Francisco for its “Painted
Ladies” a row of 6 houses
shown above.
Supporting the master
planning process for the
Divisadero Corridor; their
goal is to support the existing small businesses
and to develop a more
active business district that will

bring more small businesses to the
neighborhood.

The association expresses concern about the potential for chain
stores, liquor licenses and prolonged commercial vacancies. Transportation
and pedestrian safety
are on their agenda as
they advocate for more
frequent and reliable
Muni bus service. However they are mindful
and concerned about
the speed of travel.
Each year the association
hosts a popular annual
flea market. The Alamo
Square Park shown in
the inset is well known
as a San Francisco landmark.
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Strength in Numbers

After nearly a year long safety campaign, neighborhood association members and supporters
recently celebrated a Stop light in the NOPNA district: Above: supporter at a rally.
North of Panhandle Neighborhood
Association (NOPNA) is very active
and hosts multiple events. This very
active association engages and collaborates with other neighborhood
associations to ensure safety, an enhanced quality of life. Their stated
purpose is to establish and sustain
neighborhood unity, acknowledge
and support the ethnic and cultural
diversity that exists. NOPNA seeks
to create a sense of pride through
the support, maintenance and a
sustained healthy community.
NOPNA is a very sophisticated association that utilizes many tools
to ensure its success. NOPNA has a
very active board and membership.
To ensure engagement NOPNA
identifies residents, businesses, issues, concerns and works with all
including City officials and local
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non-profit groups to accomplish
common goals. NOPNA has a well
managed web site and a network of

active resources to keep members
informed.
Additionally NOPNA
promotes its identity within the
neighborhood it
serves.
To
mitigate
graffiti, several
neighborhood
associations
joined forces to
rally a volunteer
work force to
pain a mural on
one of the local
stores on Divisadero.
Local
artist
Shenandoah
Smith
shown
left, created the
mural concept.

Strength in Numbers

Through the work of the Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association’s Art committee funds are raised for a local
elementary school by local artists who sell their crafts on the “Chain Link Fence”
Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association is very active and hosts many
community events. The association
addresses, safety, parks, education,
and transportation. Their mission
is to promote a friendly, involved
and safe community that acknowledges and respects the diversity of
the neighborhood. Additionally
the association seeks to ensure a
voice in local government policy.
The association has worked to support its local educational institutions by attending hearings and
voicing their support and meeting
with other groups, government
representatives to educate and
inform them about educational
needs in the neighborhood. HVNA

also works collaboratively
with non-profits, resident
groups and businesses to
ensure a cohesive approach
to neighborhood activities.
HVNA has a newsletter and
website announcing the
many events in their community and neighborhood
information.
The Western Addition has
many other neighborhood
associations working to
meet the needs of its community members.
Shown right: The work of
Local Hayes Valley artist,
Madeline Behrens-Brigham

9

VOTING MATTERS
Budget propositions
on Nov. 4 ballot.
By Tom Pendergast

Four propositions coming up before voters on Nov. 4 will have a significant impact on the San Francisco budget. Two concern set-asides,
where a portion of the budget is reserved exclusively for a certain purpose, while the others are about
adding revenues to city coffers.
Proposition B would set aside a
total of $2.7 billion over a 15-yearperiod for affordable housing. The
low-income housing will be funded
by a tax levy of 2.5 cents for every
$100 of any property’s assessed tax
value. Proponents say the affordable housing fund will help lowerand-working-class families make
ends meet in a City already squeezing middle and lower-income fami-

Progressives from page 3
That is why Lopez made the snap
decision to be voice for the immigrant children in San Francisco
when she jumped into the Board
of Education race at the last minute.
“I’m trying to break the barriers
working and immigrant families
meet in getting access to education and resources,” said Lopez.
Lopez has lived in the Mission
district since she moved to she
moved into San Francisco in 2001.
She currently is the family education organizer at the Tenderloin
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lies. Opponents say it will only add
to an already acute problem of a
city government handcuffed by
too many set-asides and mandates
already in the budget.
Proposition S would require future
voter-mandated set-asides for particular uses to identify where the
money to pay for the set asides is
expected to come from. Proponents
say set asides have limited the ability of the mayor and Board of Supervisors to effectively respond to
recurring budget deficits because
it reduces the budget available for
discretionary spending.
Proposition N would effectively
double the real estate transfer tax
on properties valued at more than
$5 million, while simultaneously
giving a tax break to small businesses by exempting them from
city payroll taxes if they pay employees a total of $250,000 or less

Housing Clinic, where she has organized and advocated for Latino
families and students in San Francisco Unified School District and
has a strong history of community
activism working with the American Civil Liberties Union, and La
Raza Centro Legal. She also created La Voz Latina, an organization
that provides community space for
residents in the Tenderloin.
Her goals as a commissioner on
the Board of Education are to close
the gap of achievement between
schools on the west side of San
Francisco to those on the east and
to remove cultural isolation from

each year. (The current threshold
is $167,000.) The city is expected
to collect about $10 million annually if the measure passes. More
than 1,650 businesses would be
exempt from paying payroll taxes,
according to the city controller. The
controller’s office also warns that
the tax is “the most volatile and
unpredictable of the city’s revenue
streams” because it is based on the
whims of the real estate market.
Proposition Q would require law,
accounting and other partnership
firms to pay payroll tax based on
annual compensation partners receive. Proponents say Prop. Q closes a loophole for downtown firms
that aren’t paying their fair share of
taxes. Proponents say the measure
would earn the city up to $19 million each year by closing the loophole.

the school system by training
teachers and faculty to be the best
advocates for their students.
Because she is concerned about
the violent crimes that affect
youth in the Mission, Lopez wants
to keep schools open past midnight to give students a safe place
to go if they can’t be at home and
have responsible adults available
to drive children back to their
homes.
For more information, visit http://
ericmar.com and http://www.
newmenu.org/sanchez.
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